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Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays

MOVING EQUALITY FORWARD IN THE HEARTLAND

FROM THE PRESIDENT

PFLAG WILL ELECT DIRECTORS

September 2009

PFLAG Omaha meets the second

Thursday each month.

First United Methodist Church

7020 Cass St., Mead Hall (west end)

On September 10, following our usual support time, PFLAG Omaha
will hold its annual business meeting. At that meeting, we will elect
directors. Those directors will elect PFLAG Omabha’s officers at the
October board meeting.

Board members who are beginning the second year of their two-year
commitment are Sharon Landreth, Tom Johnson, Suzy Adams, Amy
O’Connor and me. Gay Biga, Rob Race and Patrick Heese have
agreed to stand for another two-year term.

Barbara Johnson, after serving eight years as a director, will be leav-
ing the board. Our bylaws place an eight-year limit on continuous
board service. | would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to Barbara for
all she has done for PFLAG Omaha. One of the reasons Suzy and |
joined PFLAG was because of Barbara. She and her husband, Tom,
were the first volunteers Suzy and | met when we joined the campaign
against the defense of marriage amendment in 2000. Her uncondi-
tional love and support for her children and all GLBT people inspired
us and we decided we had to get involved in PFLAG. Barbara, along
with Tom, will continue to lead our Proud Horizons youth group, a role
she is passionate about and perfectly suited for.

The only agenda item for our annual meeting is the election of direc-
tors. If you wish to be on the board of directors, have someone nomi-
nate you at the meeting. You must be a member of PFLAG Omabha to

UPCOMING EVENTS

Thursday, Sept. 10
PFLAG General Meeting
6:30 pm — Socializing.
7:00 pm — Support
session and annual
business meeting.

Saturday, Sept. 26
Presenters/Panelists
Training
8:30—Noon —Upstairs,
Old Mattress Factory
Bar & Grill, 501 N. 13",

Thursday, Oct. 8
PFLAG General Meeting
6:30 pm — Socializing.
7:00 pm — Support
session and program.

vote. This meeting is also an appropriate time to ask any questions you may have about our organiza-

tion.

SPEAKERS BUREAU TRAINING REMINDER: Don't forget to email Suzy Adams at suzyl1224@yahoo.
com if you would like to attend the PFLAG-GLSEN Speakers Bureau training on Saturday, Sept. 26..
This training, for existing and future panelists and presenters, will be in the upstairs party room at The
Old Mattress Factory Bar & Grill at 501 N 13th Street in Omaha. We will start at 8:30 a.m. with coffee,

tea, fruit and muffins. Training will begin at 9 a.m. and end at noon.

Carrie Spencer, President

Did you know you can renew your
PFLAG Omaha membership online?

Renewing your membership or joining as a new member is easy.
Simply go to our website, www.pflag-omaha.org and click on the membership tab.
You can pay online using PayPal or download our mail-in membership form.




PFLAG OMAHA

Address: P.O. Box 390064
Omaha, NE 68139

Helpline:  402.291.6781

E-mail: info@pflag-omaha.org

Website:  www.pflag-omaha.org

PFLAG Omabha is a nonprofit
organization under section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code

OUR VISION

We, the parents, families and friends
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender persons, celebrate diversity
and envision a society that embraces
everyone,including those of diverse
sexual orientations and gender identi-
ties. Only with respect, dignity and
equality for all will we reach our full
potential as human beings, individu-
ally and collectively. PFLAG wel-
comes the participation and support
of all who share in, and hope to real-
ize this vision.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Carrie Spencer
Vice President: Gay Biga
Secretary: Sharon Landreth
Treasurer: Tom Johnson

Other Directors: Rob Race
Amy O’Connor Barb Johnson
Suzy Adams  Patrick Heese

VOLUNTEERS

Speakers Panels: Suzy Adams
Library: Mary Spurgeon
Membership:  Larry Landreth
Hospitality : Deb Kobler
Debbie Kosmicki
Help Line : Kathy England
Followup : Amy O’Connor
Transgender Coordinator:
Ashley Swartz
Website: Rob Race
Proud Horizons: Barb Johnson
Tom Johnson
Supplies: Mary Gardner
Editors: Bob Dorr
Vicki Neild Wiese

NEWSLETTER

Please submit articles to:
vneildw@gmail.com
bobcdorr@cox.net




When Amy Learned Her Son Is Gay, She “Just Sobbed.”

By Bob Dorr

Several years ago, Amy
O’Connor happened to see an
email indicating that her son,
Matthew Macchietto, then 15,
was involved romantically with
another boy. Instantly, she real-
ized that her suspicions were
correct. Matthew is gay.

“| just sobbed,” she recalled.

Amy loves her son. His being
gay wouldn’t change that. But
she feared for his future as a
gay person. She talked with
Matthew about the email. “I saw
this. I'm OK with it,” she said,
not telling her son about her
fears.

Matthew had his own fears. He
broke down. “Mom, | don’t want
to go to Hell.”

Amy’s family is Roman Catholic.
Matthew was influenced by the
teachings of the church on homo-
sexuality.

Today, Amy serves on PFLAG
Omaha’s board of directors. She is
a Safe Schools panelist. She an-
swers calls left on our telephone
Help Line. She makes followup con-
tacts with first-time visitors to our
meetings.

However, coming to terms with real-
ity was a struggle. A friend told Amy
about PFLAG Omaha. She had
three long talks with former PFLAG

Amy O’Connor

president Betty Dorr--one of them
including her son and another in-
cluding her husband, Tim, who is
Matthew’s step-father. She took
home PFLAG literature. She read
two books.

When she attended a meeting and
found herself with other parents
who had gone through what she
was going through, she began to
get over her fears. “l was blown
away by how warm and friendly and
comforting the people were,” she
said.

Matthew is a landscape architec-
ture student at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha. He fully ac-
cepts his gay sexuality. Last year,
as a graduating high school stu-
dent, he won a $2,500 PFLAG
National college scholarship.

Having a supportive family greatly
helped Matthew. In addition to his
mother, his step-father and sister
supported him from the start. His
father at first thought he was go-
ing through a phase, but now also
is supportive.

Amy O’Connor is a native of Wau-
sau, Wis., who has lived in
Omabha since age 6. She has
bachelor and master’s education
degrees from the University of
Nebraska at Omaha and is a kin-
dergarten teacher at Black Elk
School at 161% and Harrison
Streets in the Millard area. “I al-
ways knew | would be a teacher,”
she said.

Amy enjoys reading, rides her bicy-
cle, works out at the gym and gar-
dens. A couple of times a year, she
travels with her husband on his
work trips. Tim is a free-lance pho-
tographer who specializes in scenic
pictures.

She continues to attend Mass, al-
though less regularly than before
Matthew came out. “I've distanced
myself somewhat from the Catholic
Church,” she says. “But | feel | have
a very strong relationship with
God.”
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Just Cookies, Coffee, Support at PFLAG Omaha’s Star t

By Bob Dorr

Ruth Kruse founded PFLAG
Omabha, but was never its presi-
dent.

Ruth joined Kathy and Dave Eng-
land in talking about the early his-
tory of PFLAG Omaha at the
group’s Aug. 13 meeting. “We
had no officers. We had no treas-
ury. We had cookies and coffee
at meetings. We were just a sup-
port group,” Ruth said.

PFLAG Omaha began meeting
during the winter of 1986-87.
Ruth Kruse had become con-
cerned about the physical safety
of her daughter, who had come
out as a lesbian. She thought
there might be others with con-
cerns who, like her, needed a
support group.

A friend told Ruth about Lincoln’s
PFLAG chapter. There was no
PFLAG chapter in Omaha. She
decided to try and start one.
Through her husband, Lowen, an
associate pastor of First United
Methodist Church, she secured
permission to use a room at the
church. She placed a meeting
notice in The World-Herald and
listed the Kruse phone number.
Four or five people attended the
first meeting, and the group was
born. Growth came slowly.

Printing Plus

InC.

15254 Cuming Street
Omaha, NE 68154

Bob Ewing
Phone 402-491-0958

*Free Pickup

A year or so after the start, Kathy
England called PFLAG and talked
to Ruth Kruse in an effort to un-
derstand why her son had de-
clared he was gay. Kathy and
husband Dave soon began at-
tending PFLAG meetings.

In 1990, Ruth and Lowen Kruse’s
son was nearly killed by a drunk
driver, and was left paralyzed be-
low the waist. Ruth dropped out
of PFLAG’s leadership to devote
herself to her son’s care at first
and later to mobilizing support for
drunk-driving reforms.

The Englands assumed PFLAG
Omabha'’s leadership. Through the
early and mid-1990s, PFLAG’s
president was Kathy and then
Dave. The first board of directors
consisted of Dave, Kathy and two
other people. A two-page news-
letter began in 1990.

Concern that gay/lesbian youths
had no place in Omaha to go for
support led to formation in 1991
of a youth support group that later
took the name Proud Horizons.
The meeting place wasn't dis-
closed publicly out of fear for the
safety of the youths. Dave Eng-
land helped start the group and
became its adult leader at weekly
meetings. Attendance increased
mainly through word-of-mouth.
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Supporting the GLBT
Community
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At first PFLAG met in different
rooms at FUMC. Since 1992, it
has met consistently in Ada Mead
Hall. PFLAG Omaha incorporated
on Aug. 19, 1992. In the early
years, calls to PFLAG's tele-
phone Help Line went to Dave
and Kathy England’s home
phone. The PFLAG telephone

Help Line number has been listed
in the Yellow Pages since 1993,
an important step in expanding
the group’s services. Callers to
the Help Line now leave Voice
Mail messages, which are an-
swered the same day by volun-
teers.

In some early years, Dave and
Kathy were the sole PFLAG rep-
resentatives in the annual Pride
Parade. They carried the PFLAG
banner they borrowed from Lin-
coln PFLAG. For a time PFLAG
met twice a month—Thursday
night and Sunday afternoon. The
Sunday afternoon meeting was
sparsely attended, and eventually
was dropped. PFLAG's library
consisted of boxes of books
lugged to meetings by the Eng-
lands. Today a cabinet in Mead
Hall is filled with our books avail-
able for checkout.

In the fall of 1997, Betty Dorr be-
gan four years as president. Bob
Dorr became president in 2001
for seven years. Carri Spencer
was elected president in 2008.
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Two Arrested for Beating Gay Teen

By Michelle Garcia
Advocate.com, Aug. 21, 2009

Two teenagers have been ar-
rested and charged with aggra-
vated assault for allegedly beat-
ing a gay 15-year-old.

Portage, Mich., teen Steven
Harmon suffered a skull fracture,
bruising, and a swollen lip and
eye. He said the 15- and 16-

year-old suspects yelled homo-
phobic slurs as they beat his
face about 20 times on August
13, according to the Kalamazoo
Gazette.

The attackers, whose names
have not been released, were
charged as juveniles. The elder
suspect pleaded guilty on Tues-
day and is being held in a

county juvenile facility until his
disposition hearing on Septem-
ber 14.

Harmon was with a 17-year-old
female friend when the incident
occurred. The two suspects ap-
proached Harmon, his friend,
and her nephew in a Chuck E.
Cheese restaurant, calling them
antigay slurs. Harmon's friend
was able to get the manager to
remove the boys from the estab-
lishment, but they followed
Harmon and his friend back to
her apartment complex.

They tried to get away, but the
boys started hitting Harmon's
head. Eventually, the girl was
able to shield him from the at-
tackers, who then ran from the
scene.

Harmon's family had stressed
that they wanted to press bias
charges, but Michigan's hate-
crimes law does not address
sexual orientation.

Margaux Towne-Colley

Landmark Group
402.505.1051
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The Subtler Forms of Homophobia

by Catherine Tuerck
From the PFLAG-Talk/TGS-PFLAG
Virtual Library

During the period when | was coming
out to friends - one lunch at a time - |
was careful to make sure that they
understood that our son, Joshua,
didn't look gay. Of course, what |
meant was that he doesn't look femi-
nine. Then, when our family attended
its first PFLAG meeting, | said it
again and, after the meeting, Joshua
challenged me. "If | was feminine,
Mom, would you still be proud of
me?”

As President of PFLAG’s Washing-
ton, D.C., chapter, | talk with a lot of
parents. As | get to know them and
ask about their children, | hear the
same theme over and over again.
They tell me with pride how "normal”
their children are: If it's a daughter,
she's described as very feminine,
and if it's a son, I'm assured he's
"straight" looking. A PFLAG parent
who portrayed her son as a "normal
gay person," defined what she
meant by saying, "Well, he's not like
all those people you see at the Gay
Pride parades."” Where are the par-
ents whose kids don't look "normal?"

Recently | went with several straight
friends to see the movie Philadel-
phia. All agreed it was good for soci-
ety to see a "normal" gay man. But
when this gay man admits on the wit-
ness stand that he succumbed to the
"repulsive” gay lifestyle by going to
porno flicks and having some kind of
sexual encounter, he faints. Later in
the movie, one of the gay man's law
partners describes an experience in
the service when a gay man had his
head pushed in a toilet into which all
the military "guys" had urinated. Did
the law partner faint at the memory
of his shameful acting out of the het-
erosexual male lifestyle? No siree.

Somehow, even in a film meant to
portray gays in a positive light, the
idea is fostered that gay sexuality,
because it's not the same as hetero-

sexuality, is horrible and shameful.

| was faced with this issue again
when | was in the process of hiring a
new administrative assistant for the
PFLAG office. Would a feminine man
or a masculine woman be an accept-
able choice? After all, do we want a
distressed parent who calls the
PFLAG office to encounter a man
with a lilt in his manner of speaking?
Would such parent be more comfort-
able talking with someone who has a
"normal” voice? Is that what we are
all about?

Every morning | see my next-door
neighbor, a regular straight guy, as
he goes for his recreational run. He
dons his one- hundred-dollar running
shoes, his running tights, his he-man
T-shirt, and swaggers past my
house, the epitome of the Tarzan
male. He likes the way he looks. It's
his fun. Is it any different from the
gay man who wants to have his fun
by dressing in drag? Is one "normal”
and the other "abnormal?" | think
not. Different, yes. Abnormal, no.

Recently | spoke with Michael Bailey,
a researcher interested in the femi-
nine behavior of gay boys. He has
coined the term "fem-phobia," to
which | would like to add the term
"mascu- phobia." Especially in this
day of pressure from the religious
right, | think that we parents have to
be very conscious of our fears. Itis

not good enough to overcome our
homophobia; we have to be very
careful about its more suble form of
fem- and mascu-phobia. We are not
just parents of "normal” straight-
looking and -acting gay kids; we are
also parents of boys and girls who
look and act like the opposite of what
is called "normal." We have to make
sure that our quest for acceptance
includes embracing the diversity that
exists in the gay community and that
political correctness doesn't become
discrimination.

We have to think about the father |
encountered, who boasted about be-
ing the coach of the football team on
which his gay son plays. If this boy
occasionally dressed in drag, would
he fall out of the "normal" category?
What would happen then between
the father and son? Would it mean
the difference between getting
kicked out of the house and being
allowed to stay?

We want our kids to be able to ex-
press who they are. Is there any
sense in coming out of the closet if
you can't come out in your personal
style? That is exactly what you see
in the gay community - gay men and
women in their full diversity, in all
their many individual personas. As
parents, we have to appreciate all of
them as "normal," whatever that
means.



Censored Children’'s Book Makes Excellent Gift

The children’s book, “And Tango Makes Three 7, is based on a true story about a
charming penguin family living in New York City's Central Park Zoo.

Roy and Silo, two male penguins, are "a little bit different.” They cuddle and share a nest
like the other penguin couples, and when all the others start hatching eggs, they want to
be parents, too.

Determined and hopeful, they bring an egg-shaped rock back to their nest and proceed
to start caring for it. They have little luck, until a watchful zookeeper decides they de-
serve a chance at having their own family and gives them an egg in need of nurturing.
The dedicated and enthusiastic fathers do a great job of hatching their funny and ador-
able daughter, and the three can still be seen at the zoo today.

The book has won many awards but also been at the center of numerous censorship
and culture war debates on same-sex marriage, adoption and homosexuality in animals.
The American Library Association reports that “And Tango Makes Three” was the most
challenged book of 2006, 2007, and 2008.




'Monogamous' Gays Can Serve in ELCA

Largest Lutheran Denomination in U.S. Split on Divi

By Jacqueline L. Salmon
Washington Post Staff Writer
Saturday, August 22, 2009

Leaders of the nation's biggest
Lutheran denomination voted Fri-
day to allow gays in committed
relationships to serve as clergy in
the church -- making it one of the
largest Christian denominations
in the country to significantly
open the pulpit to gays.
Previously, only celibate gays
were permitted to serve as clergy
in the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, a denomina-
tion of 4.8 million members. But
delegates to a church assembly
voted 559-451 to allow gays in
"life-long, monogamous" relation-
ships to serve as clergy and pro-
fessional lay leaders in the
church.

The vote is the culmination of a
years-long process in the ELCA,
and was accompanied by plenty
of emotion at the convention in
Minneapolis. After standing in
long lines to reach microphones
during debates that extended all
day, some delegates shook and
others cried as they expressed
their opposition or support of the
measure.

Quoting the Bible and denomina-
tion founder Martin Luther, dele-
gates sought to place the deci-
sion within their interpretation of
their Lutheran faith.

"We live today with an under-
standing of homosexuality that
did not exist in Jesus' time and
culture," Tim Mumm, a lay dele-
gate from Wisconsin and sup-
porter of Lutherans Concerned,
an gay-rights organization, said
during the debate. "We are re-
sponding to something that the
writers of Scripture could not
have understood."

Rev. Mark S. Hanson,
ELCA presiding bishop

But other said the recommenda-
tions weaken the Biblical stan-
dards of the church.

"As Luther taught us, Scripture
does not have a wax nose," said
the Rev. Ryan Mills, a delegate
representing Texas and
Louisana. "It cannot be twisted
into anything we want it to say.
But that's just what we're doing
with these following recommen-
dations."

Conservatives tried to derail the
vote, losing a ballot that would
have required a supermajority of
two-thirds to approve the pro-
posal. They lost a similar vote
earlier in the week.

Some critics of the proposal pre-
dicted its passage could cause
individual congregations to leave
the ELCA, which is what occurred
to the 2 million-member Episco-
pal Church when it consecrated
an openly gay bishop in 2003.
Last month, Episcopalians voted
to make gays eligible for any or-
dained ministry.

sive Issue

Most mainline Protestant
churches are struggling to bal-
ance what many view as Biblical
injunctions against the practice of
homosexuality with the country's
burgeoning gay-rights movement.
Among the major mainline de-
nominations, leaders of the Pres-
byterian Church (USA) recently
defeated a proposal to ordain
openly gay pastors, but with a
much narrower margin than in
previous votes. And United Meth-
odist church leaders faced an
emotional debate last year when
they upheld their ban on openly
gay clergy.

"I really believe . . . what we are
about to do will split the church,”
said ELCA delegate John Sang of
Ohio during the debate.

Delegate Terri Stagner-Collier
wept as she predicted that oppo-
nents would be "ripped away"
from the church if the measure
were approved. "l urge you not to
do this -- not to do this at all," she
said, "[for] these people in the
pews and in my family."

In essence, the vote puts gays
under the same set of rules that
have govern heterosexual clergy.
They are required to be monoga-
mous if married and to abstain
from sexual relations if they are
single. Individual congregations
would not be compelled to take
on pastors who are in same-sex
relationships.

The ELCA was formed in 1988 by
the merger of three Lutheran or-
ganizations, and it has 10,500
churches in the United States,
including 80 in the Washington
area. It is generally considered
the least conservative of the three
major present-day Lutheran de-
nominations, although it has a
sizable conservative minority.



