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MOVING EQUALITY FORWARD IN THE HEARTLAND

FROM THE PRESIDENT

HERE COME
THE BRIDES

From left, Judge Mark Eveloff,
Bridesmaid Jennifer Love and
Brides Carrie Spencer and Suzy
Adams.

&
On the morning of April 27 Suzy Adams and | stood in line with a dozen or
so other couples at the Pottawattamie County court house in Council
Bluffs, lowa, and applied for our marriage license. Everyone at the court-
house was polite and professional and we were greeted by many well wish-
ers from One lowa, MCC Church of Omaha, Second Unitarian Church of
Omaha and others.

Four days later, on May 1, 2009, with our two close friends Jennifer Love
and Kathy Mattern by our sides, Suzy and | were married by Judge Mark
Eveloff. Although our marriage will not be recognized in our home state of
Nebraska, we decided we wanted to get married anyway. We wanted to be
a part of history in the making. In May of 1999 we were committed to each
other in a ceremony also in lowa. It seemed fitting that we legally marry in
lowa in our tenth anniversary month.

Just a few days later our marriage license arrived in the mail. We looked at
it and marveled; what we never imagined would be possible ten years ago
is a reality. And now we move forward with the firm belief that some day
every state in the U.S. will have full marriage equality. My hope is that by
our twentieth anniversary we’ll be just another married couple who look in-
credibly good for our ages.

Jody Huckaby’s Omaha Visit

PFLAG’s Executive Director, Jody Huckaby, visited Omaha May 14 — 16. It
was a whirlwind three days and we made the most of it. We were privileged
to have Jody speak at our May 14 meeting on Thursday and join us for a
counter-protest at Trinity Cathedral on Saturday morning. Saturday after-
noon, we put him to work decorating for the fifth annual Tom Mahony Pride

June 2009

PFLAG Omaha meets the second
Thursday each month.
First United Methodist Church
7020 Cass St., Mead Hall (west end)

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday, June 2
PFLAG Omaha Board Meeting
6:00 pm — Panera Bread,
13410 W. Maple Rd.
Thursday, June 11
PFLAG Omaha General Meeting
6:30 pm — Socializing
7:00 pm — Support session and
program; speaker, Johnnie
Richards, Pride chair.

Saturday, June 13
Sunday, June 14
River City Mixed Chorus Con-
cert
7:05 pm, Saturday;
4:05 pm, Sunday —
First United Methodist
Church, 7020 Cass St.;
to buy tickets go to:
WWW.rcmc.org

Saturday, June 20
Pride Parade and Festival
11:00 am — Parade starts at 10"
and Pacific Sts.
Noon — Festival at Lewis & Clark
Landing, Omaha riverfront.

Prom and he, along with Kay and Tim Mahony and other trail-blazing PFLAGers, was a VIP guest at the prom

later that evening.

Jody sent me a thank you e-mail on May 17 and said, “I am filled with gratitude for the amazing work you and your
chapter are doing in Omaha! This was such a wonderful trip for me. | feel so renewed and inspired for the great
things PFLAG Omabha is doing.” He concluded his message saying, “I will definitely be back again.”

| too am proud of the work we are doing here and | give all the credit to our hard-working board and membership.

Thank you all for your commitment to PFLAG.
(continued pg 2)




FROM THE PRESIDENT

con’'t from pg 1)
Please see Bob Dorr’s article in this newsletter for more details about
Jody Huckaby’s visit.

Christine Carroll, a friend and columnist, also wrote a nice article about
PFLAG and Jody’s recent Omabha visit which was published in the online
magazine suite101.com http://tinyurl.com/pflagomaha

You're invited!

Join us June 20 for the annual Nebraska Pride celebration. Please arrive
at the parade start location at 10" and Pacific Streets by 10:30 to join
our Omaha PFLAG marching group. The parade will start at 11 a.m. and
end at the festival site, which will be located at 8th Street and Riverfront
Drive under the 1-480 bridge near the Lewis and Clark Landing.

We'll be carrying our PFLAG banner. Bring your rainbow flags, rainbow
umbrellas or a handful of helium-filled balloons to distribute to kids along
the route. Wear your PFLAG Omabha t-shirt. If you don’t have one, buy
one for $15 at our June 11 meeting.

Volunteers are still needed to staff our booth at the Pride festival. A sign-
up sheet will be circulated at our June meeting.

Pride Chair Johnnie Richards will come to PFLAG’s June 11 meeting to
speak about the Pride celebration.

Carrie Spencer, President

AS A CIVIL MATTER
Excerpted from May 3, 2009,
sermon of Rev. Jane Florence, senior pastor,
First United Methodist church

Some say, that marriage is a sacrament of God between one man and
one woman. That this is the way it has always been. We know that the
Hebrew fathers of faith had several wives and their maidservants’ as
partners. They never considered “marriage” a restriction of one man and
one woman.

Opponents say it is a moral matter not a civil matter. The truth be
known, marriage is not a sacrament in the Christian Protestant church.

It was not declared a sacrament mandated to be officiated by a priest in
the Roman Catholic Church until 1563 at the Council of Trent. Prior to
that, marriage was a family and community celebration and most often a
business arrangement. An exchange of gifts, a dowry, a payment to the
bride’s father occurred at the bride’s home. She was given to the man
(who she may or may not have known) and the deal was sealed. When
these exchanges of properties became more complex, it became a legal
matter so legal institutions began officiating the contract.

In the medieval period, following the legal contract or family ceremony, a
couple would ask a priest for a blessing. The blessing was given on the
front steps outside the church, never within to be confused with religious
ceremonies. In the history of humanity, in the history of Christianity,
church weddings are a relatively new concept. They began as a civil in-
stitution, and they remain a civil institution today. That is why a church is
not authorized to perform a marriage. The state, the civil authority,
grants the license. We don'’t need a license from the state to celebrate a
baptism or serve communion; those are the sacraments of the church.

PFLAG O MAHA

Address: P.O. Box 390064
Omaha, NE 68139

Helpline: 402.291.6781

E-mail: info@pflag-omaha.org

Website:  www.pflag-omaha.org

PFLAG Omabha is a nonprofit
organization under section 501(c)(3)
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OUR VISION

We, the parents, families and friends
of leshian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender persons, celebrate diversity
and envision a society that embraces
everyone,including those of diverse
sexual orientations and gender identi-
ties. Only with respect, dignity and
equality for all will we reach our full
potential as human beings, individu-
ally and collectively. PFLAG wel-
comes the participation and support of
all who share in, and hope to realize
this vision.
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AS CALIFORNIA COURT UPHOLDS PROPOSITION 8,
PFLAG VOWS TO KEEP SEEKING MARRIAGE EQUALITY

Sacramento, CA — Responding to a court’s upholding Proposition 8,
Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) said
Tuesday the group would keep working to win equal marriage rights for
“all loving couples.”

Proposition 8 is an anti-marriage-equality amendment passed by Cali-
fornia voters last November.

The California Supreme Court's ruling will allow marriages performed in
the state during a brief period last year to remain legal. Even so, the
decision will likely be a rallying cry for supporters of marriage equality
around the country, PFLAG said.

"Today's ruling is out-of-step with a growing consensus in our country
that all loving couples should be treated equally in the eyes of the law,"
said Jody M. Huckaby, PFLAG's executive director. "It is also a re-
minder that, even in places where we have traditionally seen progress
on equality, there is still work that remains to be done.

“Today (Tuesday), the California Supreme Court has dealt a blow to
our families, but tomorrow, PFLAG's 41 California chapters will be back
on the job, working in their communities to build support for moving
marriage equality forward."

Tuesday's 6-to-1 ruling ensures that the estimated 18,000 couples who
legally wed in the state prior to Proposition 8's passage will remain wed
and be recognized as such by the state. The decision, however, pro-
hibits any additional couples from marrying.

PFLAG noted that the organization has seen a dramatic spike in new
chapters forming across the country since Proposition 8's passage,
and that its members are uniquely positioned to help build grassroots
support for a future vote, either at the ballot box or in the state legisla-
ture, on the issue of marriage.

"The future of marriage equality in California depends, in large part, on
changing hearts and minds in small towns and traditionally conserva-
tive districts," Huckaby said. "PFLAG is already in those communities,
and our chapters are more committed than ever to doing the outreach
and education that will be necessary to turn out fair-minded voters in
the future."

PFLAG Cancels National Convention

“As with every organization, we understand that PFLAG members have
been impacted by the downturn in the economy and are, understanda-
bly, evaluating their own budgets . . . It is clear that many of you are un-
able to commit to participating in the convention. We also heard from
many of you that a good use of our time and funds would be to focus on
local issues, conferences and networking opportunities . . . And at the
national level in this new Administration, some of PFLAG's strongest
work has been within local Congressional districts on hate crimes, em-
ployment nondiscrimination and the repeal of Don't Ask Don't Tell.

“As good stewards of PFLAG's funds, we want to maximize all funding in
those places, and on these issues, that are a priority for our families
right now. Therefore, we have decided to cancel the planned convention
for 2009. And, in lieu of the convention, we are establishing a fund to
assist local chapters, as well as state coordinators and regional
directors, to hold statewide conferences and networking events.”

Supporting the GLBT
Community
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KATIE’'S MOTHER: YEAR HAS BEEN A ROLLER COASTER RIDE

Editor’s Note: While some
PFLAGers know the identity of Ka-
tie’s parents, the parents asked not
to be named in this article out of con-
cern for Katie's safety.

By Katie's mother

As all the kids get out of school for
the summer, we often reflect back on
the school year and how things have
changed since last fall. For our fam-
ily, this year has been a roller
coaster ride. Luckily for us, we've
had the love and support of
PFLAGers to help us stay buckled in
so we could, for the most part, enjoy
the ride...the ups and the downs.

The school year started with the

promise that our sweet, bubbly, artis-
tic 2" grader would be able to transi-
tion at her local Catholic school to
the girl God made her. After many
meetings and many tears, we came
to find out just weeks ago that there
would be no transition for Katie in
her current school. The person
charged with making that decision is
Fr. Joe Taphorn, Chancellor with the
Omaha Archdiocese.

My husband and | weren't as con-
cerned with the ultimate decision of
“yes” or “no”, but with the manner in
which the decision was made. Katie
has been attending her school for 3
years. Fr. Taphorn made his deci-
sion without ever meeting Katie, my
husband or me, the school counsel-
ors, her past or present teachers, or
the principal. The decision was, in
fact, made before we even had an

opportunity to discuss it with the par-
ish pastor.

This “prudential” decision (as coined
by Fr. Taphorn) was made without
the slightest consideration or educa-
tion on Katie's condition. We were
formally notified of Fr. Taphorn’s de-
cision through a letter signed by the
pastor and principal.

The letter simply stated that “Ben”
would not attend their school for third
grade. Despite some misquotes in
the media, there was clearly no invi-
tation for Katie to attend third grade
in any capacity.

My husband isn’t Catholic, so he left
it up to me whether | wanted to leave
my lifelong religion quietly or loudly
and proudly stand up for our daugh-
ter and the rest of the LGBT commu-
nity. Those who know me, probably
knew my answer before | did. |
talked it over with my husband and
he gave me his unconditional sup-
port.

| e-mailed some family and friends
(many of whom are PFLAGers) and
asked that they consider placing an
empty envelope in the collection
plate on Mother's Day with a simple
statement of support for Katie and/or
for the LGBT community at large. |
viewed it as a civil way to request a
dialogue with the hierarchy of the
church regarding the church’s isola-
tion and rejection of the LGBT com-
munity and their families. The
“empty envelope” campaign took on
a life all its own. We began receiv-
ing e-mails and letters of support
from all over the country. The letters
were compassionate and moving.

The Friday morning before Mother's
Day, | received an e-mail from KFAB
advising that they had obtained
quotes from Fr. Joe Taphorn about
Katie and the “empty envelope” cam-
paign and if | wanted to be heard on
the matter, | could appear via tele-
phone at 10:05 that morning. |
called my husband and we decided
that appearing was the only option.

That short radio stint spurred more
supportive e-mails and letters.

The week following Mother’'s Day, |
was again invited to appear on
KFAB. This time we had a little
more notice so my husband and |
(and another PFLAGer) went to the
studio to do the show “live”. We re-
quested and | was granted the op-
portunity to respond to the callers
during the second half of the inter-
view.

As we continued to get support and
tearful thanks from the LGBT com-
munity for speaking out about these
issues, we knew we had to keep ad-
vocating for those who are unable to
do so for themselves. We kept hear-
ing stories of those who can't advo-
cate publicly for fear of losing their
jobs and/or families.

On May 17th Katie's story appeared
on the front page of the Sunday
newspaper and on the Sunday and
Monday local evening news. The
feedback received by the newspaper
reporter and the TV news reporter
were extremely positive and power-
ful. Monday, Katie's story could be
found on CNN.com and by Tuesday
her story was being aired on local
newscasts nationwide and was ap-
pearing internationally.

We have received some sharp criti-
cism for allowing Katie’s story to go
public and for questioning the
church, but we know that the cover-
age has people talking and people
are getting educated.

Katie’s story is opening hearts. Ka-
tie’s counselor, Megan Smith, told us
that she is being flooded with tearful
calls from all over the country telling
her that they were convinced that
they were the only one like Katie in
the whole world and begging her to
refer them to a therapist in their
area.

This year has been filled with many
life lessons for us as the parents of a
transgender child. (con’t pg 5)
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(con’t from pg 4)

We have been pleasantly sur-
prised at the support we've re-
ceived from family, friends, and
oftentimes complete strangers. A
few months back, we heard the
spouse of a transwoman say that
“there may be only a few silver
linings with this condition but one
is that instead of having to wait
until you die to know who your
friends are, with this you find out
immediately and get to spend the
rest of your life surrounded only
by those that truly love you for
who you are.” We may not have
fully appreciated that insight
when we heard it, but it rings true
for us every day now.

A few months ago, a professor at
UNO posed the question to us as
panel members at a GLSEN/
PFLAG presentation: “If there
was a magic pill that would make
this condition go away for your
child would you give it to her?”
What appears to be an easy
guestion, really made me pause
and count all of the blessings that
have come with this unlikely jour-
ney. Among those blessings are
all the beautiful, caring, loving
friends we've made at PFLAG
that we might otherwise never
have met.

Our family wishes to extend our
heartfelt thanks to all our fellow
PFLAGers for all their love and
support throughout this last year
because we couldn’'t have made it
through without you. My answer to
the professor, by the way, was ‘I
don't think so — the world is a better
place with her in it — just as God
intended her to be.”

Love, Katie's parents

OMAHA GIRL WINS PFLAG SCHOLARSHIP

Shelagh Hardrich, a
graduate of Omaha’s
Northwest High School,
has won one of 16
scholarships given this
year by PFLAG Na-
tional, receiving the
$2,500 Dow Straight
Ally award.

Shelagh worked with
friends to re-invigorate
the Gay Straight Alli-
ance at her school.

She is a member of her
school’s volleyball and
girls’ golf teams, and is
active in the French club.

She volunteers with groups such as
the Open Door Mission, the Abra-
hams Public Library, and is a tutor
for elementary-age students. As a

proud straight ally, Shelagh believes

in fairness, justice and compassion
for everyone.

PFLAG National awarded 16 schol-

arships. More than $30,000 will go to

students across the country who

have made significant contributions
to equality in their schools and com
munities. This marks the sixth year

Shelagh Hardrich

that PFLAG has
awarded the
scholarships, which are
funded by the Palmer
B. Carson Trust and
other private donors,
including the Gay, Les-
bian and Allies at Dow
Employee Network, the
Esera Tuaolo Scholar-
ship fund, and the New
York Gay Football
League.

"Now, more than ever,
PFLAG is extremely
proud to honor these future commu-
nity leaders and to honor their aca-
demic achievement, commitment to
lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender progress, and community
service," said Jody M. Huckaby, Ex-
ecutive Director of PFLAG. "LGBT
students, and their allies, are over-
coming unimaginable obstacles to
succeed and prosper in their educa-
tion. This year’s awardees have not
only fought those obstacles, but have
become role models for their com-
munities and fellow students.”
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SOME COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT TRANS PEOPLE

From the Publication of the Trans-
gender Network of PFLAG

What does 'Transgendered'
Mean?

Transgendered people are those
whose gender identity or gender
expression differ from conventional
expectations for their physical sex.
Gender Identity is one's internal
sense of being male or female,
which is commonly communicated
to others by one's Gender Expres-
sion (clothes, hair style, manner-
isms, etc.) Although transgendered
people have been part of every cul-
ture and society in recorded human
history, they have only recently be-
come the focus of medical science.
Many medical researchers now be-
lieve that transgenderism is rooted
in complex biological factors that
are fixed at birth, and thus it is not a
choice but a personal dilemma.

Who are Trans People?

Trans people include pre-operative,
post-operative and non-operative
transsexuals, who generally feel
that they were born into the wrong
physical sex; crossdressers
(formerly called transvestites), who
wear the clothing of the opposite
sex in order to fully express an in-
ner, cross-gender identity; inter-
sexed persons, (formerly called her-
maphrodites); and many other iden-
tities too numerous to list here.

It's important to note that the term
'transgendered' describes several
distinct but related groups of people
who use a variety of other terms to
self-identify. For example, many
transsexuals see themselves as a
separate group, and do not want to
be included under the umbrella
term 'transgendered'. Many post-
operative transsexuals no longer
consider themselves to be trans-
sexual. Some non-operative trans-
sexuals identify themselves as
transgenderists. Despite this varia-
tion in terminology, most trans peo-
ple will agree that their self-

identification is an important per-
sonal right, which we strongly sup-
port.

Who are Crossdressers?

Crossdressers are the largest group
of transgendered persons. Although
most crossdressers are heterosex-
ual men, there are also gay and bi-
sexual men, as well as lesbians,
bisexual and straight women, who
crossdress. Most male crossdress-
ers are married and many have
children. The vast majority live in
secrecy about their transgendered
status. Unlike transsexuals, they do
not wish to change their physical
Sex.

Who are Intersexed People ?

Intersex people are born with chro-
mosomal anomalies or ambiguous
genitalia. Those with unusual geni-
talia are often subjected to surgical
"normalization” procedures from
infancy to adolescence, which usu-
ally results in loss of sexual re-
sponse in adulthood. The Inter-
sexed Society of North America has
labeled this practice Infant Genital
Mutilation. Some intersexed infants
have even been sexually reas-
signed — without their consent —
and later in life develop gender
identity issues strikingly similar to
those of transsexual people.

What causes transsexualism?

No one really knows, but there are
many theories. It may be caused by
the bathing of a fetus by opposite
birth sex hormones while in utero,
or perhaps by some spontaneous
genetic mutation, which is also one
of the theories of the origin of ho-
mosexuality. Transsexual persons
include female-to-male (FTM) trans-
men as well as the more familiar

male-to female (MTF) transwomen.
Due to the intensity of their gender
dysphoria, they come to feel they
can no longer continue living in the
gender associated with their physi-
cal (birth) sex.

What is gender dysphoria?

Gender dysphoria is the overall
psychological term used to describe
the feelings of pain, anguish, and
anxiety that arise from the mis-
match between a trans person's
physical sex and gender identity,
and from parental and societal
pressure to conform to gender
norms. Almost all transgendered
people suffer from gender dyspho-
ria in varying degrees. Some trans-
sexual persons discover at an early
age that they are unable to live in
the gender of their birth sex, but the
majority struggle to conform, in
spite of intense suffering, until their
adult years. To seek relief, trans-
sexual persons enter gender transi-
tion.

What is gender transition?

Gender transition is the period dur-
ing which transsexual persons be-
gin changing their appearances and
bodies to match their internal gen-
der identity. Because gender is so
visible, transsexuals in transition
MUST "out" themselves to their em-
ployers, their families, and their
friends — literally everyone in their
lives. While in transition, they are
very vulnerable to discrimination
and in dire need of support from
family and friends. Hormonal ther-
apy can take several months to
many years to effect the physical
changes in secondary sexual char-
acteristics that will produce a pass-
able appearance, and some may
never pass completely. (con't pg 7)
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What is the Real Life Test?

For transsexual persons seeking
Sex Reassignment Surgery (SRS),
the Real Life Test (also called the
Real-Life Experience) is a one-
year minimum period during which
they must be able to demonstrate
to their psychotherapists their abil-
ity to live and work full-time suc-
cessfully in their congruent gender.
The Real Life Test is a prerequisite
for sex reassignment surgery un-
der the Standards of Care.

What are the Standards of Care ?

The Standards of Care are a set of
guidelines formulated and recently
revised by the Harry Benjamin In-
ternational Gender Dysphoria

Association (HBIGDA) under
which many transsexual persons
obtain hormonal and surgical sex
reassignment. While the Stan-
dards of Care minimize the chance
of someone making a mistake,
they have been criticized as a
“gatekeeper” system. In general, a
complete gender transition in-
cludes a period of psychotherapy
to confirm one’s true gender, the
beginning of lifelong hormonal
therapy, the Real Life Test, and
finally, if desired, sex reassign-
ment surgery.

What is Sex Reassignment Sur-
gery (SRS) ?

SRS is the permanent surgical re-
fashioning of sexual anatomy to
resemble that of the appropriate

sex. For MTF transsexuals, SRS
involves the conversion of penile
and scrotal tissue into female geni-
talia. For FTM transsexuals, it may
be limited to just top surgery
(breast removal) and sometimes
hysterectomy. While many trans-
men become satisfied with their
new male anatomy, most opt out
of genital surgeries for a variety of
reasons, including the expense
and dissatisfaction with the results.
Many MTF trans people also un-
dergo additional cosmetic proce-
dures, including electrolysis to re-
move facial and body hair, breast
augmentation, Adams Apple re-
duction, hair transplantation, lipo-
suction and many types of facial
surgeries.
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LOVE OF HIS CHILDREN,

LONG CONVERSATIONS INFLUENCED HIS DAD TO CHANGE--HU CKABY

By Bob Dorr

During his first visit to Omaha in mid-
May, PFLAG National's Executive Di-
rector Jody Huckaby spoke at a
PFLAG Omaha meeting, attended
Pride Prom and joined a counter-
protest downtown alongside a group
of Episcopalians and PFLAGers.

Huckaby was an honored guest May
16 at the fifth-annual Tom Mahony
Pride Prom at First United Methodist
Church. A total of 299 youths came,
up from 266 last year and setting an
attendance record. They represented
32 area high schools, three junior
highs and six colleges and universi-
ties.

Pride Prom Attendees

The prom also honored the family for
whom the Tom Mahony Pride Prom is
named: Tim Mahony, son of the late
Tom Mahony, and Kay Mahony,
widow of Tom Mahony. In 1994, the
Mahony family, supported by PFLAG
Omaha, went to the Omaha School
Board to protest harassment against
Tim at Central High. As a result, the
school board added sexual orientation
as a protected class to the district's
Student Code of Conduct.

The prom committee, led by
PFLAGers Tom and Barbara Johnson,
also honored Dave and Kathy England
and Betty and Bob Dorr, all former
presidents of Omaha PFLAG. Dave
England headed the committee that
founded Pride Prom.

Pride Prom gives gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual and transgender youths and their
straight allies a special prom experi-
ence. Elaborate decorations trans-
formed the church fellowship hall and

another room into a Las Vegas casino
for one night.

PFLAGers at Trinity Cathedral
Counter-Protest. Huckaby is second
from right

Earlier that day, Huckaby joined a
dozen PFLAGers and 40 Episcopali-
ans at Trinity Cathedral across from
the Civic Auditorium downtown to con-
duct a counter-protest. Members of
the Fred Phelps family of Topeka,
Kan., had announced they would con-
duct an anti-gay protest as people ar-
rived at the Civic for the commence-
ments of Central and North High
Schools.

Trinity Cathedral leaders decided they
would conduct a counter-protest. They
invited PFLAG Omabha to join them.
Thirty minutes before the North com-
mencement began, five Phelps pro-
testers arrived, displaying signs such
as, “God Hates You” and “Fags Are
Beasts.”

Tim Mahony
At Counter-Protest

We responded by sounding Trinity’s
church chimes and by holding signs
saying: “Congratulations—Happy
Graduation” and “God Loves Without
Condition.” When Omaha Supt. John
Mackiel arrived, he came to our group
of counter-protesters and thanked us.

At the May 14 PFLAG meeting, Huck-
aby told an audience of 80 people
that new research is showing what
PFLAGers always have known—that a
family’s rejection of its gay family
members takes a toll that can be sci-
entifically measured. When there is
family rejection, a gay person is 8.4
times more likely to attempt suicide,
he said.

“We have opportunities every day to
achieve family acceptance. With fam-
ily acceptance, communities become
stronger and healthier,” Huckaby said.

His own strongly Catholic family of
eight children, four straight and four
gay, shows the possibility of parents
changing, he said. At first, his parents
were unbending in their rejection of
their first two sons who came out—
Jody and his older brother.

By the time their fourth son came out
as gay, “my parents were better about
it,” he said. His mother was first to
change. “Mother just decided the
Pope was wrong on this issue.”

His father took longer to change, but
finally did as a result of “his love for
his kids and long conversations,”
Huckaby said. “My parents still are
practicing Catholics. They love and
celebrate their gay kids.”

Huckaby complimented PFLAG
Omabha for its youth programs. In addi-
tion to taking the lead in organizing the
annual Pride Proms, PFLAG Omaha
sponsors the Proud Horizons youth
support group.

Huckaby said that he is “extremely op-
timistic” that the gay community will
achieve many of its primary goals dur-
ing the Obama presidency, goals such
as enacting a federal hate crimes law,
ending Don’t Ask Don'’t Tell in the mili-
tary, and passing a federal employ-
ment non-discrimination bill. He ex-
pects more same-sex marriage ad-
vances. “In states like Nebraska, it will
take longer, but we will get there.”

The other side of the story is that, in
reaction to GLBT gains, “the ex-gay,
anti-gay movement is cranking up,”
Huckaby said.



ANOTHER FANTASTIC PRIDE PROM

By Carrie Spencer

“The prom was fantastic! Wow, you
all are really making life better for
LGBT young people, their allies and
families.” That was the praise given
by PFLAG National’s executive direc-
tor, Jody Huckaby. Prom organizers
appreciate the compliment and sin-
cerely hope they are making life a
little better for our LGBT youth by giv-
ing them a prom where they can be
themselves.

Students from 32 Omaha and sur-
rounding-area high schools, 3 junior
high schools and 6 colleges and uni-
versities danced the night away at
the fifth annual Tom Mahony Pride
Prom. This year’s prom took place on
May 16 at First United Methodist
Church, as it has in past years.

The prom continues to grow in popu-
larity and attendance was up 23 per-
cent from last year. The organizers’
attendance goal was 300 youth. At-
tendance was just shy of that goal, at
299,

Some youths brought a can of food
along with them, which reduced their
admission from $6 to $5. The 125
cans of food will be donated to the
Metropolitan Community Church of
Omabha’s food pantry, which provides
services to the Nebraska AIDS Pro-
ject and the community.

The theme for this year's dance,
“What Happens in Vegas,” was car-
ried out with many creative decora-
tions that transformed First United

Methodist Church’s Cary Hall, the
entryway into the hall and room 112
into a casino-like atmosphere.
Thanks go to Rob Race and to Pat-
rick Heese for their leadership, ideas
and hard work on the prom decora-
tions.

Guests enjoyed refreshments, includ-
ing a three-tiered wedding cake. VIP
guests Kay Mahony, Tim Mahony,
Kathy England, Dave England, Betty
Dorr and Bob Dorr joined Jody Huck-
aby and enjoyed true VIP treatment
while watching prom revelers.

Another highlight of the prom was
performances by Imperial Court of
Nebraska (ICON) members Princess
Royale Macy Riley XXVIII, Princess
Royale Teagan XXVII and Holly Day.
The audience loved the show and
Macy Riley ended on a high note by
presenting Proud Horizons and the
Pride Prom with a donation of
$2,250. Macy and ICON have been
contributors since the inception of the
prom. They raise money, mostly in
dollar increments, all year long. The
prom organizers and the kids deeply
appreciate the hard work and gener-
osity of all the wonderful ICON per-
formers.

Music was provided again this year
by DJ Jim Kaup and professional
photos, in the Vegas-style chapel of
love, were taken by KVM Photogra-
phers.

Additionally, six off-duty Omaha po-
lice officers generously gave up their
Saturday nights to make sure the
prom was safe for all.

Tim and Kay Mahony (right)
try their luck at blackjack table.

The Tom Mahony Pride Prom is
named after Tom Mahony, who, with
his wife Kay, stood with their son
Tim, as he testified before the
Omabha school board regarding har-
assment he received at school. Fol-
lowing the testimony, the board voted
nearly unanimously to add sexual
orientation to the student code of
conduct. Tom passed away a few
years ago; to honor the Mahony fam-
ily, the prom committee permanently
named the prom after Tom.

The Pride Prom committee is all vol-
unteers and includes representatives
from Proud Horizons, PFLAG
Omaha, GLSEN Omaha, ICON, the
metropolitan Omaha gay straight alli-
ances, UNO's Gender and Sexual
Orientation Student Agency and
other community groups. Thank you
to all the generous sponsors and
hard-working volunteers and commit-
tee members who made it all possi-

ble.
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