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PFLAG OMAHA 
             Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays             

             MOVING EQUALITY FORWARD IN THE HEARTLAND 

Join us for PFLAG Omaha’s Summer Potluck 
 

Our July 9 meeting will be our summer potluck. If you’ve never been to a 
meeting or if it’s been a while, this is the perfect time for you to meet or 
reunite with new and old friends.  
 

The potluck will start at 6:30 p.m. There will be no formal meeting, but 
plenty of good food and socializing. Come to our usual meeting place in 
Mead Hall at First United Methodist Church and bring your family. PFLAG 
will supply the main course and tableware. If you didn’t sign up to bring a 
potluck item at our June meeting, don’t let that stop you from coming. Bring 
a side dish, salad or whatever, and join in the fun. 
 

PFLAGERS HAVE A LOT OF PRIDE and it sure showed on June 20th at 
the 24th annual Nebraska Pride parade and festival. A group of 50+ PFLAG 
Omaha and Proud Horizons members, family and friends participated in 
the parade. This year, for the first time, PFLAG entered a float in the Pride 
parade. The judges were very impressed with our use of the Nebraska 
Pride theme, “Pride, Today, Tomorrow, Forever”, in our float design, and 
awarded our group the “Best Use of Theme” title. I will display the very nice 
plaque at our potluck. A big thank you goes to board members and all 
around creative guys Rob Race and Patrick Heese for envisioning and 
building the award-winning float. We also greatly appreciate Rob’s parents 
and PFLAG members, Deb and Jerry Dahir, for driving their pick-up truck in 
 the parade and pulling our fantastic float.                      (Cont. pg 2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Some of PFLAG Omaha’s contingent of marchers gather at end of Pride Parade. 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Thursday, July 9 
   PFLAG Omaha General Meeting 
   6:30 pm – Summer potluck;   
             details, President’s column. 
      

Friday, July 17 
Saturday, July 18 
    Star City Pride, Lincoln 
    7:00 pm, Friday – Show at the 
             Panic, 18th and N Sts.   
    2:00 pm, Saturday – Festival,  
             N St., 17th to 19th Sts.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

July 2009 
 

PFLAG Omaha meets the second 
Thursday each month.  

First United Methodist Church 
7020 Cass St., Mead Hall (west end) 
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Address:    P.O. Box 390064 
                   Omaha, NE 68139 
Helpline:    402.291.6781 
E-mail:       info@pflag-omaha.org 
Website:    www.pflag-omaha.org 
 

PFLAG Omaha is a nonprofit 
organization under section 501(c)(3) 

of the Internal Revenue Code 

We, the parents, families and friends 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender persons, celebrate diversity 
and envision a society that embraces 
everyone,including those of diverse 
sexual orientations and gender identi-
ties. Only with respect, dignity and 
equality for all will we reach our full 
potential as human beings, individu-
ally and collectively. PFLAG wel-
comes the participation and support of 
all who share in, and hope to realize 
this vision. 

President:        Carrie Spencer 
Vice President: Gay Biga 
Secretary:        Sharon Landreth 
Treasurer:        Tom Johnson 
Other Directors:    Rob Race 
 Amy O’Connor  Barb Johnson 
 Suzy Adams     Patrick Heese 
Speakers Panels:Suzy Adams 
 

Library:             Mary Spurgeon  
Membership:    Larry Landreth   
Hospitality:       Deb Kobler  
                          Debbie Kosmicki 
Help Line:         Kathy England 
Followup:         Amy O’Connor 
Transgender Coordinator: 
                          Ashley Swartz 
Website:           Rob Race 
Proud Horizons: Barb Johnson 
                          Tom Johnson 
Supplies:          Mary Gardner 
Editors:            Bob Dorr 
                          Vicki Neild Wiese  

Please submit articles to: 
vneildw@gmail.com 
bobcdorr@cox.net 

PFLAG OMAHA 

OUR VISION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

VOLUNTEERS 

NEWSLETTER 

                                                                              (Cont. from pg 1) 
 

Thanks also to those who participated in the parade and staffed our 
PFLAG table during the afternoon festival. The table was busy all day, 
so busy in fact that we are going to have to reorder quite a bit of our lit-
erature - a good problem to have. 

PFLAGers do last-minute work  
to get our float ready before start of parade. 

 
STAR CITY PRIDE will take place in Lincoln the weekend of July 17 and 
18th. There will be food, information, merchandise for sale and a lot of 
good entertainment. Friday night’s activities will begin at 7 p.m. at the 
Panic, located at 200 South 18th Street. Saturday’s festival will be out-
side on N Street between 17th and 19th Streets from 2 p.m. until mid-
night. 
 

THERE IS MORE FORWARD MOMENTUM in our nation’s capital. 
President Obama signed a presidential memorandum authorizing the 
extension of benefits to same-sex partners of federal workers. 
 

Another positive step according to PFLAG’s executive director’s June 2 
blog entry:  
 

“Last month the House of Representatives passed the Local Law En-
forcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act, also known as the Matthew 
Shepard Act. A version of the bill has been introduced in the Senate, 
and we are hopeful that this year we will see federal hate crimes legisla-
tion that protects LGBT people become a reality.” 
In addition, John Berry, the highest ranking LGBT official in the Obama 
administration, announced at Washington D.C.’s Capital Pride Festival 
that the Obama administration fully intends to pass an employment non-
discrimination bill, repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell” and overturn the Defense 
of Marriage Act “before the sun sets on this administration.” 
 

Just as I was writing this letter, lawmakers introduced an inclusive Em-
ployment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) which would protect lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender employees from workplace discrimina-
tion. To see the full press release, follow this link to PFLAG’s website: 
http://community.pflag.org/Page.aspx?pid=1157 
 
                                                                 Carrie Spencer, President 
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“PRIDE, TODAY, TOMORROW, FOREVER”  

Here are snapshots of people who came to the Pride Festival at Lewis & Clark Land-




