
Once again, the talented Pride 
Players, led by director and play-
wright Brian Guehring, will do a 
benefit performance with proceeds 
going to GLSEN Omaha, PFLAG 
Omaha and PFLAG’s youth group, 
Proud Horizons. Pride Players is a 
theater troupe of Omaha area high 
school students who write and per-
form their stories about being les-
bian, gay, transgender, bisexual, 
questioning or an ally. The benefit 
performance will be on Friday, 
January 29, at 7 p.m. in the Hitch-
cock Theatre at The Rose Blumkin 
Performing Arts Center, located at 
2001 Farnam Street in Omaha. 
Doors will open at 6:30.  
 
Tickets are $15 for adults and $5 
for students. To purchase tickets 
visit http://www.pflag-omaha.org/
prideplayers.html. You can pur-
chase tickets online via the above 
mentioned link or there is also a 
printable form to download and mail 
in with your check.  
 
The GLSEN Safe Space Confer-
ence will be on Saturday, January 
16 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the lec-
ture hall at Millard South High 
School, located at 14905 Q Street 
in Omaha.  
 
Educators, administrators, commu-
nity leaders, student leaders, and 
policy makers are encouraged to 
attend. Conference attendees will 
learn the importance of creating 
safe and equal school environ-
ments and what steps and strate-
gies can be taken to cultivate these 
environments for all students, re-

gardless of sexual orientation, gen-
der identity or gender expression. 
National representatives from 
GLSEN and PFLAG will be pre-
senting as well as local PFLAG and 
GLSEN leaders. 
 
The event is free, but RSVPs are 
required. Visit http://www.
surveymonkey.com/s/YPMMGPW 
to register. Please direct questions 
regarding the conference to 
GLSEN Omaha at: 
Omaha@Chapters.GLSEN.org  
 
A great place to find information 
on current events and issues  as 
well as information on what PFLAG 
and PFLAGers around the world 
are up to is PLFAG’s National blog. 
Visit http://blog.pflag.org/ to check it 
out. 
 
Come to our January 14 meeting  
when Brooke Smith, policy and field 
coordinator from PFLAG’s national 
office, will be our presenter. The 
meeting will be at our usual loca-
tion, First United Methodist Church, 
7020 Cass St., in Mead Hall (west 
end of 
building). 
 
Come at 6:30 p.m. for pre-meeting 
refreshments and socializing. 
Support time will begin at 7 p.m. 
followed by our program at 8 p.m.�
 
 

                                        
          Carrie Spencer,    
         PFLAG Omaha President  
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PFLAG OMAHA 
              Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays             

              MOVING EQUALITY FORWARD IN THE HEARTLAND 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 
Thursday, Jan. 14 
  PFLAG General Meeting 
  6:30 pm – Socializing 
  7:00 pm – Support 
  session; speaker, Brooke  
  Smith, PFLAG National 
 
Saturday, Jan. 16 
  GLSEN Safe Space 
  Conference 
  8:00 am-1:00 pm –Millard 
  South High, 14905 Q 
 
Sat.-Sun.; Jan. 23, 24 
  River City Mixed Chorus 
  7:05 pm Sat.; 4:05 pm Sun.  
  First United Methodist, 
  7020 Cass; cost, $25 door; 
  $20 advance; www.rcmc.org  
 
Friday, Jan. 29 
  Pride Players Benefit 
  7:00 pm – Rose Performing 
  Arts Center, 2001 Farnam; 
  cost, $15 adults, $5 students  
 
 

 

 
 

January 2010  
 

PFLAG Omaha meets the second 
Thursday each month.  

First United Methodist Church 
7020 Cass St., Mead Hall (west end) 
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Address:    P.O. Box 390064 
                   Omaha, NE 68139 
Helpline:    402.291.6781 
E-mail:       info@pflag-omaha.org 
Website:    www.pflag-omaha.org 
 

PFLAG Omaha is a nonprofit 
organization under section 501(c)(3) 

of the Internal Revenue Code 

We, the parents, families and friends 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender persons, celebrate diversity 
and envision a society that embraces 
everyone,including those of diverse 
sexual orientations and gender identi-
ties. Only with respect, dignity and 
equality for all will we reach our full 
potential as human beings, individu-
ally and collectively. PFLAG wel-
comes the participation and support of 
all who share in, and hope to realize 
this vision. 

President:         Carrie Spencer 
Vice President: Patrick Heese 
Secretary:         Sharon Landreth 
Treasurer:         Tom Johnson 
Other Directors:    Rob Race 
 Amy O’Connor  Joni Stacy 
 Suzy Adams     Gay Biga 

Speakers Panels: Suzy Adams 
    Diane Perry, Michele Fischer 
Library:              Mary Spurgeon  
Membership:    Larry Landreth   
Hospitality :       Deb Kobler  
                          Debbie Kosmicki 
Help Line :         Kathy England 
Followup :         Amy O’Connor 
Transgender Coordinator: 
                          Ashley Swartz 
Website:           Rob Race 
Proud Horizons: Barb Johnson 
                          Tom Johnson 
Supplies:           Mary Gardner 
Editors:             Bob Dorr 
                          Vicki Neild Wiese  

Please submit articles to: 
vneildw@gmail.com 
bobcdorr@cox.net 

PFLAG OMAHA  

OUR VISION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

VOLUNTEERS 

NEWSLETTER 

According to the 2000 census, 33% of female same-
sex couple households and 22% of male same-sex 
couple households reported at least one child under 
the age of 18 living in their home. As greater accep-
tance and understanding of GLBT people has come 
about, more and more have decided to adopt, become 
foster care parents, and take advantage of advanced 
reproductive technology. 
 

A person’s legal right to parent should not be re-
stricted on the basis of gender identity or sexual 
orientation. Parenting issues include, but are not 
limited to: child custody, visitation, access to fe rtil-
ity services, foster care, and adoption.  
 
(PFLAG policy stated above was adopted by the PFLAG National 
Board of Directors on February 12, 1995, with revisions approved on 
January 15.) 
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By Bob Dorr 
 
On July 19, 2006—she remem-
bers the exact date—Mary 
Gardner had a conversation 
with her son Brian shortly after 
his graduation from the Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln. She 
had sensed that there was 
something different going on in 
his life. 
 
“Brian, I love you so much,” 
Mary said. “Where is your life 
going?” 
 

Brian responded, “Mom, you’re 
not going to like what I’m going 
to tell you.” He told his mother 
that he is gay. 
 

Mary responded without dis-
playing the churning emotions 
she was feeling inside. She re-
affirmed that she always would 
love her son, but that she be-
lieved he would have a rough 
road ahead. She lay awake all 
that night. 
 

“That was a devastating night 
for me. I wasn’t one of those 
mothers who immediately ac-
cepted everything. I was wor-
ried about him getting beat up. 
Having taken care of AIDS pa-
tients (during her career as a 
nurse), I didn’t want him to go 
through that.” 
 

She also realized that Brian, 
then 22 and enrolled in gradu 
ate school, was an adult and in 
control of his own destiny. 

 
Mary told her son, “I’m not go-
ing to hide you.” She told her 
husband, Bill, that their son 
was gay. 
 

Mary and Bill Gardner sought 
advice from a mental health 
specialist, who mentioned 
PFLAG as a possible source of  
help. Mary found PFLAG 
Omaha on the Internet and 
ended up talking to Betty Dorr 
by phone. She attended a 
PFLAG meeting and told her 
story. 
 

After that meeting, she didn’t 
return to PFLAG for a while. A 
passionate reader, she contin-
ued her search for understand-
ing by turning to books and the 
Internet. By the time she came 
back to PFLAG several months 
later, “I had worked through a 
lot of it,” she said. 
 
She has become an active 
member of PFLAG Omaha. 
Every Wednesday she has the 
duty of responding to calls left 
on our telephone help line. She 
also is responsible for maintain-
ing our supply of booklets and 
other information/education 
materials. 
 
She returned to PFLAG, she 
said, because “I wanted to help 
make the world a better place.” 
  

Brian Gardner, a civil engineer, 
now lives in Seattle, Wash., 
with his partner, Andy. He 
works in roadway design in the 
Seattle office of HDR, Omaha-
based architectural-engineering 
firm. 
 

For Mary, a high point in her 
relationship with Brian came in 
2007 when the two marched 
together with PFLAG in the 
Pride Parade in Omaha. “Brian 
has opened up my eyes to a 
whole different world out there,” 
Mary says. 

After Her Son Came Out, 
 Mary Couldn’t Sleep 

Margaux Towne-Colley 
 

Residential & Commercial Real Estate 
 

Landmark Group 
402.505.1051 
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Should I talk to a loved one about  
his or her sexual orientation  

or gender identity  
before the person talks to me? 

 
 

It’s seldom appropriate to ask a person, "Are you gay?”  
Your perception of another person’s sexual orientation (gay or straight)  
or gender identity (male or female) is not necessarily what it appears.  

 
No one can know for sure  

unless the person has actually declared that they are gay, straight, bisexual, or transgender.  
 

PFLAG recommends creating a safe space by showing your support 
 of GLBT issues on a non-personal level. 

 For example, take an interest in openly discussing and learning about topics  
such as same-sex marriage or GLBT rights in the workplace.  

Learn about GLBT communities and culture.  
 

Come out as an ally,  
regardless of whether your friend or loved one is GLBT. 
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RAINBOW 
OUTREACH 

CENTER 
 

Education, Information,  
Social Services 
For All People,  

but Primarily GLBT Individuals 
 

www.rainbowoutreach.org                                     

 

Printing Plus 
Inc.   

15254 Cuming Street     
Omaha, NE 68154 

 
Bob Ewing 

Phone 402-491-0958    
                                                           

*Free Pickup  

 

ALYSON  
MEADOWS 
 

MS, LMHP,CPC,NCC 
MENTAL HEALTH THERA-
PIST 
 

Supporting the GLBT 
Community 

 
(402) 813.2487 

alyson_meadows@hotmail.

Advocate.com, Dec. 18, 2009 
 
Washington, D.C., mayor Adrian Fenty 
signed the marriage equality bill into law 
December 18 at the All Souls Church at 
a special ceremony. 
 
The bill was passed earlier in the week 
with Fenty's support in an 11-2 vote by 
the city council. After Fenty signed the 
bill, it went to Congress for a 30-day re-
view period. 
 
D.C. is expected to be able to start mar-
rying same-sex couples in early 2010.  

D.C. Mayor Signs Marriage Equality Bill 

Group Pushes to Overturn Iowa Marriage Equality 
Advocate.com, Dec. 23,2009 
 
Iowa marriage equality foes are ramping up pressure 
on state legislators to support a constitutional ban on 
gay marriage. 
 

The Iowa Family Policy Council’s Bryan English told 
the Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier that the group is 
asking 150 state lawmakers where they stand on a 
ballot measure similar to California’s Proposition 8 
and Maine’s Question 1 — both of which stripped 
same-sex couples of state marriage rights. The group 
also intends to hold a “two days for marriage” rally in 
January in Des Moines.  
 

A proposed constitutional amendment has to be ap-
proved by the general assemblies in two consecutive 
sessions before it goes to voters. If the legislature 
does not act on the matter in 2010, the earliest the 
amendment could be before Iowa voters would be 
2013 or 2014.  
 

"Our passion about it is stronger than it maybe even 
was last April,” English said, referring to the Iowa su-
preme court’s unanimous decision to overturn a state 
gay marriage ban. “Folks have had a chance to think 
about the implications of what's going on here and 
they're becoming more and more convinced here that 
the only remedy here is to let us vote." 
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CNN.com, Dec. 8, 2009 
 
As a gay man in Uganda, Frank 
Mugisha is used to the taunts, the 
slurs and the daily harassment of 
neighbors and friends. 
 
But if a new bill proposed in the 
east African country becomes 
law, Mugisha could be put away 
for life, or worse, put to death for 
having sex with another man. 
"Right now, you can't go to places 
that are crowded, because the 
mob can attack us or even burn 
us. We can't walk alone. We are 
ostracized by relatives. But if this 
bill passes, it will become impos-
sible for me to live here at all. And 
that part hurts the most," Mugisha 
said. 
 
The Anti-Homosexuality Bill fea-
tures several provisions that hu-
man rights groups say would spur 
a witch hunt of homosexuals in 
the country: 
 
 

 
• Gays and lesbians convicted 
of having gay sex would be 
sentenced, at minimum, to life 
in prison 
 
• People who test positive for 
HIV may be executed 
 
• Homosexuals who have sex 
with a minor, or engage in ho-
mosexual sex more than once, 
may also receive the death pen-
alty 
 
• The bill forbids the 
"promotion of homosexuality," 
which in effect bans organiza-
tions working in HIV and AIDS 
prevention 
 
• Anyone who knows of homo-
sexual activity taking place but 
does not report it would risk up 
to three years in prison 
 
 
 
 

"Who will go to HIV testing if he 
knows that he will suffer the death 
sentence?" Elizabeth Mataka, the 
U.N. Special Envoy on AIDS in 
Africa, told reporters last week. 
"The law will drive them away 
from seeking counseling and test-
ing services." 
 
Homosexuality is already illegal in 
Uganda under colonial-era laws. 
But the bill, introduced in October, 
is intended to put more teeth into 
prosecuting violators. It applies 
even to Ugandans participating in 
same-sex acts in countries where 
such behavior is legal. 
 
"They are supposed to be brought 
back to Uganda and convicted 
here. The government is putting 
homosexuality on the level of 
treason," Mugisha said. 
Lawmakers have indicated that 
they will pass the bill before year's 
end.                        
                            (cont. pg 7) 
 
 

Why is Uganda attacking homosexuality? 

Protesters against a planned anti-homosexuality bill in front of the Ugandan Mission to the U.N. in New York on 
November 19 
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                          (cont from pg 6) 
It has the blessing of many reli-
gious leaders -- Muslim and 
Christian -- in a country where a 
July poll found 95 percent op-
posed to legalizing homosexual-
ity. 
 
The Rev. Esau Omara, a senior 
church leader, said over the 
weekend that any lawmaker op-
posing the bill will pay for it during 
the next election, according to 
local newspaper reports. 
And a leading Muslim cleric, 
Sheikh Ramathan Shaban 
Mubajje, has called for gays to be 
rounded up and banished to an 
island until they die. 
 
Uganda's President Yoweri 
Museveni has not publicly stated 
his position on the bill, but last 
month blamed foreign influence in 
promoting and funding homo-
sexuality. 
 
"It is true that, if the president has 
said that, he must have informa-
tion that European nations are 
promoting (homosexuality) and 
recruiting homosexuals," govern-
ment spokesman Fred Opolot 
said. "You must note that the 
president or the legislators are 
responding to the concern of the 
citizenry of the country." 
 
At the Commonwealth summit in 
Trinidad and Tobago late last 
month, Canadian Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper said he pulled 
aside Museveni to deplore the 
bill. 
 
"We find them inconsistent with, 
frankly, I think any reasonable 
understanding of human rights, 
and I was very clear on that with 
the president of Uganda," Harper 
told reporters. 
 
In the United States, a coalition of 
Christian leaders released a 
statement denouncing the bill. 
 
 
 

"Regardless of the diverse theo-
logical views of our religious tradi-
tions regarding the morality of ho-
mosexuality, in our churches, 
communities and families, we 
seek to embrace our gay and les-
bian brothers and sisters as 
God's children, worthy of respect 
and love," the statement read. 
 
Human rights groups have called 
on Western nations to withhold 
aid from Uganda if the measure 
passes. About 40 percent of the 
country's budget comes from in-
ternational aid. 
 
"This draft bill is clearly an at-
tempt to divide and weaken civil 
society by striking at one of its 
most marginalized groups," said 
Scott Long, director of the Les-
bian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans-
gender Rights Program at the 
New York-based Human Rights 
Watch. "The government may be 
starting here, but who will be 
next?" 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Opolot, the government spokes-
man, said consideration of the bill 
in parliament is merely 
"democracy at work." 
 
"We as a country are engaging 
and debating a pertinent issue,"  
he said. "So if a foreign country 
chooses to cut aid simply be-
cause Uganda is debating its 
destiny, then it is quite outra-
geous and quite wrong." 
 
Mugisha, who now heads the 
group Sexual Minority of Uganda, 
said he is working with lawyers 
and other activists to change 
minds and defeat the measure. 
"I have put a lot of effort in this 
struggle. I just want to live freely 
every day," he said. "I want to be 
happy knowing that if I'm going to 
meet someone, I'm not going to 
be taken to jail forever.” 
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Advocate.com, Dec. 16, 2009 
 
Following Saturday’s landmark 
election, in which Houston voted in 
Annise Parker as mayor and in do-
ing so became the largest American 
city with an openly gay mayor, Poli-
tico’s Jonathan Marks and Ben 
Smith have written a column titled 
“Houston Election Signals Key 
Trend.” 
 

In the column, the men write that 
Parker’s election provides further 

evidence of a trend that helped 
elect Barack Obama to the White 
House: that politics in some of the 
nation’s fastest growing cities, 
which are becoming the most ra-
cially diverse, are increasingly post-
racial and, apparently, now possibly 
post-gay. 
 

While John Kerry lost Houston’s 
Harris County by more than 
100,000 votes in 2004, Obama car-
ried both Houston and its suburbs 
in 2008. And “as people become  

 
more comfortable with ethnic diver-
sity they also become more com-
fortable with sexual diversity, ac-
cording to Stephen Klineberg, a so-
ciology professor at Rice University. 
 

Despite that Parker was hit with 
antigay attacks in the eleventh hour 
of her campaign, experts told Poli-
tico that those attacks ultimately 
hurt her opponent. “It backfired 
without any question,” said former 
mayor Fred Hofheinz, a Democrat 
whose father built the Astrodome. 
“We don’t care that she’s a lesbian 
here, it’s just not a big deal.” 
 

It was with that understanding that 
Parker dealt with the issue herself. 
“She handled her sexual orientation 
in much the same way Barack 
Obama dealt with his race: He ac-
knowledged the undeniable history, 
but did not make race central to his 
candidacy,” said Democratic strate-
gist Paul Begala, who grew up in 
the Houston area. “Ms. Parker, too, 
focused on kitchen-table, bread-
and-butter issues, not on her own 
sexual orientation.” 

Why Houston Matters  

Nebraska Transgender Driver’s License Process Simpl ified  
 
After many reports that trans-
gender people were facing unrea-
sonable requests for personal in-
formation at the desk of the De-
partment of Motor Vehicles, ACLU 
Nebraska stepped in to work on 
the issue. 
 

"We heard some people were told 
they couldn't have the gender 
marker changed on their driver's 
license unless they'd had surgery 
on their genitals. Other people 
faced prying personal questions 
about the medications they were 
taking. There were no clear laws 
describing when gender reassign-
ment is complete, so we had to 
negotiate with the state on this is-
sue," said ACLU Legal Director 
Amy Miller. 
 

Miller met with the DMV Director 
Beverly Neth and the problem was 
very quickly resolved. "The De-
partment wanted a uniform re-
quirement to make it clear when a 
new license should be issued, and 
the Director was very apologetic 
about any of her employee's rude 
or insensitive behavior," said 
Miller. 
 

As a result of the ACLU negotia-
tions, the DMV has created a sin-
gle form to be completed by a phy-
sician that certifies that in the phy-
sician's medical opinion, the pa-
tient should now be considered to 
be male or female. The form does 
not require detailed private infor-
mation about the course of treat-
ment, and should take only a min-
ute for a physician to complete. 

Doctors and patients can locate 
the form online at: 
http://www.dmv.ne.gov/examining/
pdf , Certificationofsexreassign-
ment.pdf 
 

"This should make the gender 
transition much smoother for eve-
ryone," said Miller. "If you experi-
ence discrimination or difficulties in 
using the form at your local DMV 
office, we encourage you to con-
tact ACLU Nebraska to report the 
problem. For now, though, we an-
ticipate there will be no future trou-
ble." 
 
You can locate ACLU Nebraska 
online at  
www.aclunebraska.org and at 
(402) 476-8091. 


