> PFLAG O MAHA

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays

MOVING EQUALITY FORWARD IN THE HEARTLAND

FROM THE PRESIDENT

PFLAG SCHOLARSHIP
CAN HELP PAY FOR COLLEGE

February 2010

PFLAG Omaha meets the second
Thursday each month.
First United Methodist Church
7020 Cass St., Mead Hall (west end)

Three $5,000 scholarships, three
$2,500 scholarships, and up to ten
$1,000 scholarships will be awarded
by PFLAG National.

To qualify students need to...

- Be a graduating high school senior
entering higher education for the first
time in 2010.

(If you graduated in 2009 and took a
year off, you are still eligible to apply.)
- Self-identify as gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual, transgender (GLBT) or a straight
ally.

- Demonstrate an interest in service to
the GLBT community.

- Apply to an accredited higher educa-
tion institution.

All completed applications must be
postmarked by March 12, 2010. Dur-
ing the last two years, three Omaha
students have won a PFLAG scholar-
ship.

Find more details and to apply online
go to: http://www.pflag.org/
scholarships

The GLSEN Safe Space Conference
on Saturday, January 16 was a suc-
cess. About 25 educators, administra-
tors, student leaders, students and
community leaders attended. The
agenda included presentations from
GLSEN national representative Leigh
Thompson and PFLAG National rep-
resentative, Brooke Smith. The con-
ference also included three lively pan-
els of educators, students and par-
ents. Thanks to all who participated
and organized. We had great discus-
sions and shared ideas on how we all
can help cultivate safe school and
home environments for our children
regardless of their sexual orientation,
gender identity or gender expression.

PFLAG Omaha’s second coffee so-
cial was a lot of fun. Last Saturday
morning a nice-sized group met in the
private meeting room at Panera
Bread in Omaha’s Eagle Run shop-
ping center. We caught up, discussed
issues and got to know each other a
little better. Many have mentioned
that there just isn’t enough time be-
fore or after our PFLAG meetings to
share, ask questions or visit. This in-
formal gathering is meant to fill that
need. It would also be the perfect time
to bring a guest who might feel more
comfortable with a smaller group. Our
next social will be in April. Please
watch my column and our Website
calendar for details.

Just a few days are left to get your
tickets to the January 29 Pride
Players benefit performance. Pro-
ceeds go to support PFLAG Omabha,
GLSEN Omabha and the Proud Hori-
zons youth group. Tickets are $15 for
adults and $5 for students. To pur-
chase tickets and to make a donation
online go to www.pflag-omaha.org/
prideplayers.html

Come to our February 11 meeting,
when our speaker will be Michael
Gordon, executive director of Citizens
for Equal Protection. Michael will edu-
cate us on upcoming issues in the
Nebraska legislative session. The
meeting will be at our usual location,
First United Methodist Church, 7020
Cass St., in Mead Hall (west end of
building). Come at 6:30 p.m. for pre-
meeting refreshments and socializing.
Support time will begin at 7 p.m. fol-
lowed by our program at 8 p.m.

Carrie Spencer,
PFLAG Omaha President

UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, Jan. 29
Pride Players Benefit
7:00 pm — Rose Performing
Arts Center, 2001 Farnam;
cost, $15 adults, $5 students

Thursday, Feb. 11
PFLAG General Meeting
6:30 pm — Socializing
7:00 pm — Support session;
speaker, Michael Gordon,
Citizens For Equal Protection

Fridays, Feb. 19, 26,

March 19

Fish Fries

4:30-9:00 pm — Metropolitan
Community Church,

819 S. 22; Cost, $7

Thursday, March 11
PFLAG General Meeting
6:30 pm — Socializing
7:00 pm — Support
session.

Saturday, March 20
Better Living Conference
8:30-3:00 pm -
Unitarian Church,
6300 A St., Lincoln;
Dr. Bob Minor, workshop
leader; Georgia Feiste,
luncheon speaker; cost. $10




We must accept finite disappoint-
ment, but never lose infinite hope.

~Martin Luther King Jr.
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ACCEPTANCE

The chaos in our lives is the raw material
that brings us to God. At MCC Omaha,

we take on lifes challenges.

Revitalizirg Services
Dynamic Praise Bard
Inspiraticonal Sermons
Sunday School
Contemporany Music
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and family;
artending since 2007

Margaux Towne-Colley

Residential & Commercial Real Es-
tate

Landmark Group

PFLAG OMAHA

Address: P.O. Box 390064
Omaha, NE 68139

Helpline: 402.291.6781

E-mail: info@pflag-omaha.org

Website:  www.pflag-omaha.org

PFLAG Omabha is a nonprofit
organization under section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code

OUR VISION

We, the parents, families and friends
of leshian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender persons, celebrate diversity
and envision a society that embraces
everyone,including those of diverse
sexual orientations and gender identi-
ties. Only with respect, dignity and
equality for all will we reach our full
potential as human beings, individu-
ally and collectively. PFLAG wel-
comes the participation and support of
all who share in, and hope to realize
this vision.
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“1 DON'T KNOW WHETHER TO KISS YOU OR KILL YOU.’

PARENTS RELIEVED;

LEISHA HAILEY FINALLY CAME OUT TO THEM

By Bob Dorr

Actress-musician Leisha
Hailey, best known as bisex-
ual journalist Alice Pieszecki
on Showtime’s “The L
Word,” was a bundle of
nerves when her mother vis-
ited her in New York in 1991.
Leisha, then 19, was study-
ing at the American Acad-
emy of Dramatic Arts.

Her parents, Jane and
Robert Hailey, had been
able to tell from her phone
calls that Leisha’s stress
level was rising, and that
something was terribly
wrong. They were imagining
all the dire predicaments a
teenager alone in the big city
might fall into and no amount
of probing could tease out
the answer, so Jane flew to
New York to get to the bot-
tom of it. After days of cajol-
ing, questioning, and com-
forting, Leisha was still un-
willing or unable to say what
was bothering her. Finally
Jane asked, “Are you gay?”

“Yes,” Leisha responded
tearfully. “My God,” Jane
said, “Is that what all this
was about? How could you
have had a problem telling
us that? Half of our friends
are gay. After what we've
been through in the last few
days, | don’t know whether
to kiss you or kill you.”

Leisha said she wanted to
come out to her parents, but
her gay friends at the Acad-
emy advised against doing
that—the reactions they had
coming out to their parents
had been universally nega-
tive. Leisha had decided not
to tell her parents because
she didn’'t want to risk losing
them.

Robert and Jane Hailey at
their home in Omaha

At her mother’s suggestion,
Leisha immediately phoned
her father. Robert was
equally shocked that his
daughter would think her
parents would be anything
but supportive.

The Haileys attended a few
PFLAG Omaha meetings in
1991, left for a time, but re-
turned and began getting
active in the mid-1990s
when Jane became a
PFLAG panelist. The Haileys
now are responsible for re-
sponding to our telephone
Help Line calls one day a
week.

During his 20-year career in
the Air Force, Robert was a
navigator who flew recon-
naissance missions first over
Vietnam and then worldwide.
Later he spent years in data
processing at Strategic Air
Command headquarters at
Offutt Air Force Base and
retired from the military in
1980. The Haileys stayed in
the Omaha area, and Robert
did technical writing and data
processing work.

Jane worked as a psychiatric
nurse for 17 years. She
helped set up nursing proce-
dures when the Quality Liv-
ing rehabilitation facility
opened in Omaha, and
worked there as a nurse.
Both Haileys are retired.

Leisha, who grew up in
Bellevue, began her per-
forming career in 1991 when
she and an Academy class-
mate formed The Murmurs.
The pop duo sang and
played in New York bars and
store-front halls and were
eventually signed by MCA.
She has toured in the United
States, England and Europe,
been the opening act for per-
formers such as Peter, Paul
and Mary, released several
albums, and acted in TV
commercials and on shows
such as CSl and Grey's
Anatomy. The L Word ended
in 2009 after six years. She
has the leading role in an
independent movie called
“Fertile Ground” filmed in
Des Moines and due to
come out this summer.

For five years Leisha was
the partner of singer k. d.
lang. She has been with her
current partner, clothing de-
signer Nina Garduno, for
nine years, parenting their
small, four-legged canine
children Hero and Zoo. She
has lived in Los Angeles
since 1995. The Haileys’
other daughter, Kaydra, is
married and lives in Lincoln
with her husband Todd and
(only grandchild) Sam.

Jane was diagnosed with
multiple sclerosis in 1990.
She withdrew as a PFLAG
panelist when her disease
worsened. However, her MS
now seems stabilized, and
she and Robert will join
some panels this year. She
gets around using a scooter
and enjoys riding it with the
PFLAG contingent of march-
ers in the annual Pride Pa-
rade in Omabha.



Olson and Boies, Marriage Superheroes

January 17, 2010, By
Advocate.com Editors

A week into Perry v.
Schwarzenegger, the
federal case to deter-
mine the constitution-
ality of Proposition 8,
which outlaws mar-
riage equality in Cali-
fornia, The New York
Times’s Maureen
Dowd has interviewed
Ted Olson and David
Boies, the lead attor-
neys arguing against
the antigay law. Prior

to teaming up to fight Prop. 8, OlI- Ted Olson, left, and David Boies,
son and Boies were best known as former opponents, now are allies
opponents — arguing against in Proposition 8 case.

each other in the 2000 Supreme

Court case Bush v. Gore (Olson allowing same-sex couples to have

for Bush, Boies for Gore).

that same right that the rest of us
have is not going to hurt hetero-

Summarizing their case, Olson sexual marriages. It has no point
said, “We're going to explain why at all except some people don't

want to recognize gays and lesbi-
ans as normal, as human beings.”

Added Boies, when
asked about the plain-
tiffs in the case: “These
people are people you
would want your child to
grow up and marry. You
can be a child molester
and get married. You
can be a wife beater
and get married. You
can be a child-support
scofflaw and get mar-
ried. The importance of
that emotional relation-
ship is so vital to the
pursuit of happiness that
even prison felons, who
aren’t really procreating,
have a right to get married.”

When Dowd asked the men if they
were disappointed that President
Obama was “behind the curve” on
gay civil rights issue, Boies re-
sponded, “Damned right. ... | hope
my Democratic president will catch
up to my conservative Republican
co-counsel.”
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Three Fish Fries At MCC-Omaha

MCC-Omaha will host fish fries on three Fridays during the Lenten season.
Mark your calendars for Feb 19, 26, and March 19.

Start time will be 4:30-7 pm and then if you want to enjoy beer, stay from 7-9 pm.
The menu will be Alaskan Pollack or chicken strips,

cole slaw, potato salad, bread, dessert and a beverage all for the low price of $7.00.
Carry-out orders will be available by calling 402-345-2563.

This event will be held at the social hall at MCC-Omaha, 819 S. 22nd.
If anyone has any questions, please contact Kevin Marik at 402 658-8494

or email him at bigred1997 @hotmail.com
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CHANCES SLIM FOR IOWA ANTI-MARRIAGE MEASURE ANY TIM E SOON

Posted on Advocate.com January
05, 2010
By Trudy Ring

While some conservative lowans,
like the lowa Family Policy Coun-
cil's Chuck Hurley (pictured),
would like to amend the state’s
constitution to nullify last year’s
supreme court ruling in favor of
marriage equality, the consensus
is there’s little chance of that any
time soon.

In lowa, constitutional amend-
ments have to be approved by
legislators before they can go be-
fore voters, and even conserva-
tive Republicans realize the
state’s Democratic-controlled leg-
islature won't let the antimarriage
measure come to a vote this
year.

“There’s just no chance at all,”
former Republican state senator
Jeff Angelo told The lowa Inde-
pendent. “Demaocratic leaders
have really put themselves out

there and said they are not going
to allow a vote, so it won't hap-
pen. | think Republicans know
that.”

Des Moines Republican strategist
and blogger Kevin Hall said the
only way to get such a measure
passed by the legislature is to
vote in a Republican majority. Re-
publican leaders have promised
to make same-sex marriage a
key issue in this year’s legislative
races, but voters seem to be
more interested in the economy,
he said.

The lowa Family Policy Council,
which is pushing for the constitu-
tional amendment, has criticized
Gov. Chet Culver for his support
of gay rights and for his procla-
mation of a Transgender Day of
Remembrance in November. The
council had to file a Freedom of
Information Act to find out about
the proclamation, its president,
Chuck Hurley, told the Chicago
Tribune, while a spokesman for
the governor said proclamations
generally aren’t publicized widely.

“lowans know that Governor
Culver does not share their val-
ues,” Hurley said. “As if the gov-
ernor's unwillingness to exercise
the influence of his office in the
defense of marriage wasn't
enough, we now know that he is
spending his time creating special
days celebrating sexual disorien-
tation.”
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Inc.
15254 Cuming Street
Omaha, NE 68154

Bob Ewing
Phone 402-491-0958

*Free Pickup

Supporting the GLBT
Community

(402) 813.2487

* alyson_meadows@hotmail.
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RAINBOW
OUTREACH
CENTER

Education, Information,
Social Services
For All People,
but Primarily GLBT Individuals

www.rainbowoutreach.org
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LET'S RESOLVE TO ACCEPT TRANSGENDER PEOPLE AS EQUAL S

Omaha World Herald

Dec. 31, 2009

By Lynda Myers

The writer, of Omaha, is president
of the River City Gender Alliance.

Sixteen years ago, a young Ne-
braskan, barely 21 years old, was
brutally raped and murdered.

At 21, you are at the brink of adult-
hood — growing into an adult and
truly beginning your life. Brandon
Teena was a young man who was
on the brink of getting his life to-
gether in 1993. He had just moved
to Richardson County, began to
date a girl named Lana and made
friends.

However, when his so-called
friends, John Lotter, 22, and
Marvin “Tom” Nissen, 21, discov-
ered that he was transgender, they
violently attacked him. On Christ-
mas Eve 1993, two of these men
beat and raped Brandon multiple
times and threatened to kill him if
he told the police of the attack.
Brandon found the courage to
drag himself to his girlfriend Lana’s
house after the attack. Lana en-
couraged Brandon to report the
assault to the police, who were
disrespectful and refused to arrest
either of the attackers, despite the
fact that Brandon identified the
men.

One week later, on New Year’s
Eve, Lotter and Nissen decided to
track Brandon down. Brandon was
beaten and shot to death, along
with two friends, Lisa Lambert and
Phillip DeVine.

Brandon Teena
Born December 12, 1972
Died December 31, 1993

Unlike many murderers of trans-
gender people, Brandon’s killers
were arrested. Lotter is currently
on death row, and Nissen is serv-
ing life in prison without parole.
Brandon’s mother, however, be-
lieves that the three lives lost on
New Year’'s Eve and the lives of
Lotter and Nissen would have
been saved if local law enforce
ment had acted in a timely manner
to protect Brandon. Brandon’s
mother said that local police en-
abled Brandon’s murder by not
taking anti-transgender violence
seriously.

Sixteen years ago, | was also a
young, transgender-identified Ne-
braskan in Omaha. Hearing the
story of Brandon’s death was
shocking. To this day, | am still
saddened about Brandon Teena.
Nothing has changed. | ask myself
every day, who has such prejudice
and hatred that he can commit
such violent acts?

We risk our lives every day going
to our jobs, the grocery store or
even to the mailbox. We can stay
at home afraid to go anywhere, but
we somehow have the courage to
go out and go about our day like
there is nothing wrong.

Transgender people have family,
friends, spouses and kids. We
have jobs, play sports, are celebri-
ties and teach. We are human be-
ings. We need to stop the hate.

As we gather during the holidays
with our friends and family, let us
honor Brandon’s life and the lives
of Lisa and Phillip, who died be-
cause of their love for their friend.
Let us also remember Lotter and
Nissen, who learned to hate and to
act with violence against anyone
who was different.

As individuals, we have the power
to speak to our friends and family
about love and understanding.
Mention Brandon'’s story this New
Year's Day and talk about the
transgender people you know or
the stories you have read through-
out the year. Educate each other
about transgender issues and, as
a New Year's resolution, promise
to do your part in stopping violence
against transgender people in Ne-
braska through education and leg-
islation.

This will be the last year Nebraska
goes without a hate crimes law
that protects all of us. That will
give us something more to cele-
brate in 2010.
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Better Living Conference 6:
Strong Voices, Strong Actions

MARCH 20, 2010
WORKSHOP 8:30-3:00
LUNCH 12:00-1:00 LUNCHEON SPEAKER:
GEORGIA FEISTE
Discover Your Mission

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Ally Committee
Unitarian Church
6300 “A” Street 483-2213 or D. Moritz, 467-0009

The $10 registration fee includes coffee and rolls, lunch, and workshop materials.
Make checks payable to Unitarian Church and mail to :
Better Living Conference % Les Manns 7900 Brookfield Dr. Lincoln, NE 68506

ONE DAY WORKSHOP: ENDING HETEROSEXISM: EVERYONE WIN S!

A4 4444444444

Workshop leader : Dr. Bob Minor , a Professor of Religious Studies atthe )

| University of Kansas. He is national resource for information on gender issues and »
gay/straight relationships . Dr. Minor is the founder of the Fairness Project. N

The 2010 Better Living Conference 6 is open to all individuals who want to stop the
harmful effects caused by heterosexism.
Participants will learn how to recognize heterosexist attitudes that exist on a personal,
interpersonal, institutional and cultural level.
Allles are encouraged to attend to advocate for and to support LBGT people.

V‘ Reglstratlon Form

mam (Please include this form with your check and retur  n by March 7,
)74 2010)

NAME/S

B
PW| STREET ADDRESS

P CITY
e STATE
P PHONE
EMAIL
| | WILL NEED A VEGETARIAN MEAL
| CANNOT ATTEND BUT WOULD LIKE TO PROVIDE A $1 SCHOLARSHIP

4444444444444




Lady Gaga and Obama for Gay America

Michael Sollis
Huffingtonpost.com, Oct 12, 2009

Lady Gaga, the ruling princess of
pop, and Barack Obama, the No-
bel Peace Prize laureate, are two
figures whose stardom has spread
worldwide in a relatively short pe-
riod of time. With three Video Mu-
sic Awards, including best new art-
ist, a recent Saturday Night Live
cat fight with Madonna, and hit
songs that have Ellen DeGeneres
"just dancing" like mad, Lady Gaga
has risen to the pinnacle of pop
culture without ever looking down.
And with his Peace Prize, Amer-
ica's first black president has
proven that he is still capable of
both shock and captivation.

For America's LGBT community
last weekend, another welcoming
shock was seeing both Lady Gaga
and Obama teaming up to address
the community's struggle for civil
rights and equality.

The gay community, a sector of
American society that suffered a
huge blow on Obama'’s election
day when a vote in California re-
pealed gay couples' right to marry,
has been disappointed with the
Obama administration's overall
passivity regarding LGBT issues.
LGBT Americans were disap-
pointed that Obama, whose elec-
toral campaign was based on
change, remained quiet on issues
like Proposition 8 and same-sex
marriage.

While the gay community grew
jaded with Obama, it wasted no
time in adopting another star, Lady
Gaga, as one of its unofficial icons.
Lady Gaga embraced the gesture
with more gusto than any other
woman in recent memory to hold
the rainbow-colored spotlight. On
numerous occasions, she has ex-
pressed thanks to her gay fans for
their loyalty and their love for
"sexual, strong women who speak
their mind."

Last weekend, Lady Gaga spoke
at the National Equality March in
Washington DC. She referred to
the speech as "the single most im-
portant moment of my career."

In her speech Lady Gaga ad-
dressed the president directly.
"Obama, we know you're listen-
ing." She took a breath before con-
tinuing in a scratchy yet powerful
scream. "ARE YOU LISTENING?"

Lady Gaga told Obama that "we
will continue to push you and your
administration to bring your words
of promise to a reality. We need
change now. We demand actions
now."

And it seemed as though Obama
truly was listening. During his
speech before the Human Rights
Campaign, Obama began with a
direct appeal to a speculative yet
hopeful audience of LGBT indi-
viduals.

"It is a privilege to be here tonight
to open for Lady Gaga," Obama
stated, a comment that was fol-
lowed by resounding laughter.
Obama proceeded to share his
renewed commitment to fight for
the LGBT community. He high-
lighted what his administration is
currently doing to protect the rights

of LGBT individuals, including
passing the long awaited and in-
clusive hate crimes bill named af-
ter Matthew Shepard, a victim of
hate crime who was killed in 1998
at the age of 21.

Obama also stated that he has
called upon Congress to repeal
the Defense of Marriage Act, a pol-
icy that defines marriage as a legal
union specifically between one
man and one woman. Moreover,
he promised to eliminate the na-
tion's controversial "Don't Ask,
Don't Tell" policy, which prohibits
openly gay and lesbian people
from serving in the US military.

Lady Gaga followed Obama's
speech with her own comments on
equality, as well as a modified per-
formance of John Lennon's
"Imagine", during which she sang:
"People of the nation, are you lis-
tening? It isn't equal if it's some-
times. | want a real democracy.
Imagine all the people could love
equally."

The performances and speeches
were stunning reminders of how
far the United States has come
since the Stonewall Riots of 1969,
not to mention how far the nation
has yet to go in terms of treating
its entire population with dignity
and respect.

Fortunately for the LGBT commu-
nity, Lady Gaga is using her star
power as a means to bring na-
tional attention to unresolved hu-
man rights issues. She has com-
mitted herself to being a staunch
advocate, and she plans to be-
come a representative for gay
youth.

Working together, the superstars
are bringing the nation one step
closer to a new reality that em-
braces the fundamental ideals of
equal opportunity and protections
for all people, regardless of sexual
orientation.



