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PFLAG OMAHA 
             Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays             

             MOVING EQUALITY FORWARD IN THE HEARTLAND 

 

WE NEED MORE PRESENTERS, PANELISTS 
 
Demand for the PFLAG-GLSEN Safe Schools program is increasing. More 
administrators and educators are hearing about our program and inviting 
us into their classrooms. 
 

Our mainstay has been addressing college classes, and this past school 
year was no exception. However, we also are making inroads to other 
groups. Last fall we were invited to exhibit at the Nebraska School  
Counselor Academy and we’re going back again this year. In March, we 
took part in the Omaha Public Schools’ (OPS) Student and Community 
Services Cultural Competence Professional Development series. This  
was an audience of more than 100 educators, counselors, administrators 
and other staff members. 
 

The OPS panel and presentation was, in my opinion, our most important  
of the last 12 months. The audience asked questions about situations  
they were facing in their schools. One educator asked our panelists how 
they should advise students who wanted to hold a counter-protest to an 
anti-gay Westboro Baptist Church demonstration at their school’s  
graduation. A counselor asked what she could possibly tell a teen who 
came to her in crisis, believing that God no longer loves her because  
she is gay. 
 

Tough questions, but those questions tell us that those who are tasked  
with teaching and counseling our youth need us, and we are heartened  
to know they want our help. 
 

To meet this demand we need to train more presenters and panelists.  
We also need to make sure current presenters and panelists stay  
updated. We ask new and current participants to attend a free, half-day 
training where they will hear our presentation and learn how to be  
effective panelists and presenters. This year’s training will be Saturday, September 26, from 8:30 until noon in the 
upstairs party room at The Old Mattress Factory Bar & Grill at 501 N 13th Street in Omaha. 
 

We will gather at 8:30 a.m. for coffee, tea, muffins and fruit. Training to deliver our newly-updated, one-hour pres-
entation—a Power-Point-assisted talk—will take place from 9 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. After a short break, training for 
panelists will last until noon. Whether you want to serve as a presenter or as a panelist—just one or the other, but 
not both—you need to attend the full training. We also ask that you become a member of either PFLAG or GLSEN 
if you are not already a member. 
 

If you plan to attend, or if you have any questions, please respond to Suzy Adams at suzy1224@yahoo.com 
 

OUR AUGUST 13 program will be a talk on PFLAG Omaha’s history. Kathy and Dave England, two longtime and 
dedicated PFLAGers, founders of the Proud Horizons youth group and former PFLAG Omaha presidents, will be 
our presenters 
 
                                                                                                                                  Carrie Spencer, Preside nt  
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Tuesday, Aug. 4  
   PFLAG Omaha board 
   6:00 pm  – Panera Bread, 
   13410 W. Maple Rd. 
 

Thursday, Aug. 13  
   PFLAG Omaha General 
   Meeting 
   6:30 pm – Socializing. 
   7:00 pm – Support session 
    and program; speakers, 
    Dave and Kathy England, 
    history of PFLAG Omaha. 
 

Saturday, Sept. 26 
    Presenters/Panelists 
    Training 
    8:30—Noon —Upstairs, 
    Old Mattress Factory 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

August  2009 
 

PFLAG Omaha meets the second 
Thursday each month.  

First United Methodist Church 
7020 Cass St., Mead Hall (west end) 
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Address:    P.O. Box 390064 
                   Omaha, NE 68139 
Helpline:    402.291.6781 
E-mail:       info@pflag-omaha.org 
Website:    www.pflag-omaha.org 
 

PFLAG Omaha is a nonprofit 
organization under section 501(c)(3) 

of the Internal Revenue Code 

We, the parents, families and friends 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender persons, celebrate diversity 
and envision a society that embraces 
everyone,including those of diverse 
sexual orientations and gender identi-
ties. Only with respect, dignity and 
equality for all will we reach our full 
potential as human beings, individu-
ally and collectively. PFLAG wel-
comes the participation and support of 
all who share in, and hope to realize 
this vision. 

President:         Carrie Spencer 
Vice President: Gay Biga 
Secretary:         Sharon Landreth 
Treasurer:         Tom Johnson 
Other Directors:    Rob Race 
 Amy O’Connor  Barb Johnson 
 Suzy Adams     Patrick Heese 

Speakers Panels: Suzy Adams 
Library:              Mary Spurgeon  
Membership:    Larry Landreth   
Hospitality :       Deb Kobler  
                          Debbie Kosmicki 
Help Line :         Kathy England 
Followup :         Amy O’Connor 
Transgender Coordinator: 
                          Ashley Swartz 
Website:           Rob Race 
Proud Horizons: Barb Johnson 
                          Tom Johnson 
Supplies:           Mary Gardner 
Editors:             Bob Dorr 
                          Vicki Neild Wiese  
 

Please submit articles to: 
vneildw@gmail.com 
bobcdorr@cox.net 

PFLAG OMAHA  

OUR VISION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

VOLUNTEERS 

NEWSLETTER 
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GAYS IN MILITARY NOT AN ISSUE FOR MANY NATIONS 

Associated Press,  July 12, 2009  
 
NEW YORK - When it comes to 
dealing with gay personnel in the 
ranks, the contrasts are stark 
among some of the world's proud-
est, toughest militaries — and these 
differing approaches are invoked by 
both sides as Americans renew de-
bate over the Pentagon's "don't ask, 
don't tell" policy. 
 

In the United States, more than 
12,000 service members — includ-
ing dozens of highly trained Arabic 
linguists — have been dismissed 
since 1994 because it became 
known they were gay. Current tar-
gets for discharge include a West 
Point graduate and Iraq war vet-
eran, Army National Guard Lt. Dan 
Choi, and a veteran of combat mis-
sions over Iraq and Afghanistan, Air 
Force Lt. Col. Victor Fehrenbach. 
 

In Britain, on the other hand, gay 
and lesbian service members 
marched in crisp uniforms in the an-
nual Pride London parade July 4. 
Gay Australian soldiers and sailors 
had their own float in Sydney's Gay 
Mardi Gras parade. In Israel, the 
army magazine earlier this year fea-
tured two male soldiers on the 
cover, hugging one another. 
 

America's "don't ask, don't tell" pol-
icy — which prohibits gays from 
serving openly in the armed 
forces — is the target of intensifying 
opposition, and President Barack 
Obama says he favors lifting the 
ban. But he wants to win over skep-
tics in Congress and the Pentagon, 
and a fierce debate lies ahead that 
will inevitably touch on the experi-
ences of allied nations that have no 
bans. 
 

Serve-openly policy  
U.S. Rep. Patrick Murphy, D-Penn., 
the first Iraq war veteran elected to 
Congress, has just launched a cam-
paign for a bill to repeal "don't ask, 
don't tell." He observed British 
troops in Iraq operating smoothly 
with a serve-openly policy and bris-

tles at the contention that America's 
armed forces would suffer morale 
and recruiting problems if they fol-
lowed suit. 
 

"I take it as a personal affront to our 
warriors," said the Pennsylvania 
Democrat. "To say that other 
countries' soldiers are profes-
sional enough to handle this and 
American soldiers aren't is really 
a slap in the face." 
 

Those seeking to preserve the U.S. 
ban question whether the allies' ex-
periences have been as smooth as 
advertised and depict America's 
military as so unique that lessons 
from overseas should be ignored 
anyway. 
 

"We are the military leaders in the 
world — everybody wants to be like 
us," said Brian Jones, a retired ser-
geant major who served in the 
Army Rangers. "Why in the world 
would we try to adjust our military 
model to be like them?" 
 

With such polarized views as a 
backdrop, Associated Press report-
ers took an in-depth look at how the 
militaries of Israel, Britain and Aus-
tralia have managed with serve-
openly policies, and interviewed 

partisans on both sides of the de-
bate in the United States about the 
relevance of those experiences. 
 

Israel recognizes partners  
of gay officers  
A nation in a constant state of com-
bat readiness, Israel has had no 
restrictions on military service by 
gays since 1993 — a policy now 
considered thoroughly uncontrover-
sial. 
 

Gays were permitted to serve even 
before then, but not in certain intelli-
gence positions where, at the time, 
they were deemed possible security 
risks vulnerable to blackmail. Now, 
gays and lesbians — among them 
several senior officers — serve in 
all branches of the military, includ-
ing combat duty. 
 

"In this regard, Israel has one of the 
most liberal armies in the world," 
said Yagil Levy, a sociologist from 
the Open University of Israel. 
 

The army recognizes the partners 
of gay officers as their bereaved 
next-of-kin after their deaths, eligi-
ble for benefits. Gay officers at pro-
motions and other ceremonies often 
have their partners by their sides. 
                   (continued page 4) 

In this June 11, 2009 photo, Israeli army Maj. Yoni  Schoenfeld , 
right, listens to his partner Noam during an interv iew with the  

Associated Press in Tel Aviv, Israel.  
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             (continued from page 3) 
Maj. Yoni Schoenfeld, a gay officer 
who is the editor of the military 
magazine, Bamahane, said there 
was very little friction in the ranks 
related to gay soldiers. 
 

He served as a combat soldier and  
as commander of a paratrooper 
company, and said his sexual orien-
tation — though known to fellow 
soldiers — was never an issue. Gay 
jokes would sometimes surface, 
usually not malicious, he said, while 
receptiveness to gays in combat 
units could vary. 
 

"If you're gay and live in the 'manly' 
world, there are no problems," he 
said. "Those who are more feminine 
in their speech and appearance 
have a harder time fitting in." 
 

He sympathized with gays in the  
U.S. military who don't enjoy the 
same liberty he did. 
 

"There shouldn't be a problem with 
it," he said. "It's the nature of man, 
and when you allow it to happen 
(serving openly), it's not a problem 
anymore." 
 

Skepticism lingers in Australia  
Back in 1992, Anita Van Der Meer 
was threatened with discharge from 
the Australian navy for being a les-
bian. She denied the charge to 
save her job — and later that year 
the military's ban on gays and lesbi-
ans was lifted. 
 

This spring, Van Der Meer marched 
proudly with more than 100 other 
service members in Sydney's an-
nual Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras 
Parade under an Australian De-
fense Force banner. Even a general 
joined the march. 
 

Now a chief petty officer, Van Der 
Meer was a junior sailor in 1992 
when someone reported she was 
engaged in a same-sex relation-
ship. 
 

“It was very traumatic for me, but I 
still had the cooperation of my su-
pervisors and my peers,” said Van 
Der Meer, 41. "In the end, I had 
more support than I expected." 
 

Chief Petty Officer Stuart O'Brien, 

who joined the navy 19 years ago, 
said being openly gay has not been 
an issue, even when working along-
side U.S. military personnel in 
Baghdad in 2006. 
 

"They valued the work that I did and 
that's all that it comes down to at 
the end of the day," O'Brien said. 
"Sexuality has nothing to do with 
anything any more within the ser-
vices." 
 

"Everyone said, 'Good heavens, 
that's a bit of a surprise' and after 
five minutes the conversation re-
verted back to football," said Neil 
James of the Australian Defense 

Association, a security think tank. 
"After a while, it was met with a col-
lective yawn." 
 

The league's president, retired Maj. 
Gen. Bill Crews, said concerns 
about lowered morale and HIV  
transmission on the battlefield had  
proven ill-founded. 
 

"I was there in the early days of it.... 
I thought there'd be a continuing 
problem because of prejudice that 
exists in parts of the community," 
Crews said. "I don't see any evi-
dence now that homosexuals are in 
any way discriminated against....A 
homosexual can be just as effective 
a soldier as a heterosexual." 
 
 

Lifting of ban has had ‘no dam-
aging effects’ in Britain  
British policymakers had been 
wrestling for years with whether to 
scrap a long-standing ban on gays 
in the military — but the pivotal de-
cision was made abroad, by the 
European Court of Human Rights in 
Strasbourg, France. 
 

The court ruled in 1999 that Britain 
had violated the rights of four for-
mer service members who were 
dismissed from the military for be-
ing gay and lesbian. 
 

Once the ban was lifted the opposi-
tion dwindled, and the government 

of Prime Minister Tony Blair em-
braced the chance to be seen as a 
beacon of tolerance. 
 

Mandy McBain joined the Royal 
Navy at age 19, in 1986, at the 
most junior rank possible. Now a 
lieutenant commander, she remem-
bers what it was like to serve when 
being a lesbian had to be a secret. 
 

"It's exhausting," she said. "It's quite 
incredible to look back and see how 
much time and energy I spent lead-
ing a double life." 
 

In one past assignment, she proc-
essed the paperwork of comrades 
being dismissed because of their 
sexuality. "That," she said quietly, "I 
found very difficult." 
 

Lieutenant Commander Mandy McBain, Royal Navy,  
taking part in the Gay Pride march in London.  

(continued page 5) 



5 

                  (continued from page 4} 
 

Military expert Amyas Godfrey of 
the Royal United Services Institute, 
a London think tank, was serving 
with the British Army in Northern 
Ireland when the policy changed. 
 

"I remember our commanding offi-
cer at the time called the entire bat-
talion together and said, 'This is 
how it is going to be now. We are 
not going to discriminate. We are 
not going to bully. If someone in 
your group says that he is gay, you 
treat them as normal,'" Godfrey re-
called. 
 

Lifting ban in U.S. brings strong 
opinions  
For those in the U.S. military com-
munity who oppose letting gays 
serve openly, there's a widely 
shared sentiment that America has 
nothing to learn from the roughly 
two-dozen nations that have no 
bans. 
 

"Who's the only superpower military 
out there?" argued Maj. Brian 
Maue, a professor at the U.S. Air 
Force Academy, in a debate in 
June at the McCormick Freedom 
Museum in Chicago. "This is hardly 
convincing to say, 'Ah, the others 
are doing it. We should too.' 
 

Maue — who says he's been 
speaking out on his own, not as a 
military spokesman — suggests 
that repeal of "don't ask, don't tell" 
would prompt straight service mem-
bers to complain of privacy viola-
tions and "dignity infractions." 
 

"An openly gay military would be 
the heterosexual equivalent to forc-
ing women to constantly share 
bathrooms, locker rooms and bed-
rooms with men," he wrote in a New 
York Times online forum. 
 

Retired Army Lt. Col. Robert 
Maginnis, another supporter of the 
ban, contends that some field com-
manders in nations that allow gays 
to serve openly have resorted to 
"tacit discrimination" — excluding 
them from front-line units for fear 
that problems would surface in rug-
ged, close-quarters living condi-
tions. 
 

Repealing the ban would trigger the 
departure of some career service 
members who object to homosexu-
ality and deter some people from 
enlisting, said Maginnis. "It doesn't 
matter what general population 
thinks — it's what the young people 
who have a propensity to enlist 
think." 
 

Prominent advocates of open ser-
vice for gays and lesbians acknowl-
edge there would be some hitches, 
but predict the overall change 
would be smooth and professional. 
 

"There's been very little trouble in 
the nations that lifted their ban on 
gays," said professor David Segal, 
director of the University of Mary-
land's Center for Research on Mili-
tary Organization. "My guess is 
there will be slightly more in the  
U.S. — we have a somewhat higher 
level of intolerance." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Lt. Dan Choi 
 

Dan Choi, the gay lieutenant who 
was discharged from the Army, 
says the current "don't ask" policy is 
disruptive — forcing the gays who 
are serving to be furtive and dishon-
est. 
 

"Closeting is what causes instabil-
ity," he said. "It's the most toxic poi-
son." 
 

As for the U.S. being different from 
its allies, Choi agrees. 
 

"We are exceptional — because we 
take the lead on things," he said. 
"To me, it's an insult to the idea 
of American exceptionalism to 
say we're somehow scared of 
gays."  
 
 
 

 

RAINBOW 
OUTREACH 

CENTER 
 

Education, Information,  
Social Services 
For All People,  

but Primarily GLBT Individuals 
 

www.rainbowoutreach.org                                    
   402-341-0330       

 

Margaux Towne-Colley 
 

Residential & Commercial Real Estate 
 

Landmark Group 
402.505.1051 

 

ALYSON  
MEADOWS 
 

MS, LMHP,CPC,NCC 
MENTAL HEALTH THERAPIST 
 

Supporting the GLBT 
Community 

 
(402) 813.2487 

alyson_meadows@hotmail.com 



6 

Naplesnews.com, June 21, 2009 

East Naples, Florida,  resident Ruth 
Dorfman was alone when she went 
outside last Tuesday to pick up her 
morning newspaper and saw two 
swastikas painted on her garage, 
along with copies of an article she’d 
written for the Naples Daily News 
regarding a gay-friendly interfaith 
convocation she’d recently attended. 
 

Dorfman wasn’t alone at Naples Pier 
on Sunday night. 
 

More than 100 people showed up for 
a candlelight vigil to urge tolerance 
and to show their support for-
Dorfman, who is Jewish and a lead-
ing voice for the Naples chapter of 
Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG). 
 

With the sound of waves gently lap-
ping against the shoreline providing 
the soundtrack, various demonstra-
tors took turns reading prayers and 
literature excerpts, including pas-
sages by Walt Whitman. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Ruth Dorfman) 
 
 

In the middle of the huddled mass 
just north of the pier sat a misty-eyed 
Dorfman in a wheelchair, an oxygen 
tube strapped into her nostrils. 
Asked what the show of support 
meant to her, Dorfman’s voice 
cracked with emotion. 
 

“It means that I’m not alone,” the 64-
year-old Dorfman said. “I just feel so 
loved. It reminds me of a Perry 
Como song that goes something like, 

‘ 

‘When you close your eyes and go to 
sleep, count your blessings instead 
of sheep.’” 
 

Dorfman said the scene outside of 
her house last Tuesday morning was 
surreal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“I was so frightened, so shaken,” she 
said. “I didn’t want to come out here 
tonight. I didn’t want to leave the 
safety of my house, but if I hide, then 
they won.” 
 
Dorfman said she didn’t want that to 
happen, no matter how strong the 
temptation. 
 

“I can’t let hate win,” she said. “If I 
could say something to the people 
who did it, it would be to ask them 
why. Why didn’t you come to talk to 
me about it instead? I didn’t come 
paint things on your house.” 
 

No one has been arrested for the 
vandalism at Dorfman’s home. 
 

The Rev. Rick Sosbe, pastor of 
Celebration Metropolitan Community 
Church in Naples and a gay man 
said the vigil was an vital step in 

teaching about respecting others’ 
beliefs. 
 

“It’s important so many people came 
out tonight so others will understand 
and realize that everybody has the 
right to believe what they want to be-
lieve, whether it’s religion or no relig-
ion or whatever,” he said. “It’s a dis-
grace that people would go to that 
length (painting swastikas on 
Dorfman’s garage). It’s ridiculous, it’s 
absurd.” 
 

Demonstrator John Boettjer of 
Naples agreed. “I was horrified to 
hear what happened, and to think 
that it happened here in Naples, 
where we’re supposed to be an 
enlightened and educated city,” said 
Boettjer, who serves on the board of 
PFLAG’s Naples chapter. “It’s just 
shocking and atrocious.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dianne Rhodes of Naples said she, 
too, was upset to hear what hap-
pened to Dorfman. “It really fright-
ened me,” she said. “Hopefully by 
showing our support in a peaceful 
way, these kind of incidents will 
come to a stop.” 
 
Margie Wankoff of Bonita Springs 
was also on hand Sunday night. 
“I’m very saddened something like 
this could happen here,” said 
Wankoff. “I’m also saddened there 
are no ‘official’ people here — no 
mayor, no police…thank goodness 
everyone is well-behaved tonight.” 

'I'm not alone' -Crowd shows support at vigil to  
protest swastikas vandalism 
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Advocate.com, July 13, 2009  
By Julie Bolcer  
 
Dozens of gay couples 
held a kiss-in at Tem-
ple Square in Salt 
Lake City on Sunday 
to protest the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints 
(Mormon) for detaining 
a gay couple who 
kissed on church prop-
erty. 
 

Matt Aune, 28, and 
Derek Jones, 25, were 
walking back to their 
nearby home in the 
evening when they 
crossed the plaza 
holding hands, then stopped to kiss 
on the cheek. Several security 
guards arrived and told the couple 
that public displays of affection are 
not allowed on church property.  
 

 

When Aune and Jones protested, 
they were handcuffed, and police 
were called. Aune and Jones were 
barred from LDS Church headquar-
ters campus for six months.  

 
 
 
Kim Farah, a spokes-
woman for the LDS 
Church, provided a 
written statement to 
The Salt Lake Tribune 
saying that the detain-
ment had nothing to do 
with Aune and Jones 
being gay.  
 

Aune and Jones were 
"asked to stop engag-
ing in inappropriate be-
havior just as any other 
couple would have 
been. They became 
argumentative and 
used profanity and re-

fused to leave the property. They 
were arrested and then given a cita-
tion for criminal trespass by SLPD,” 
said the LDS  
 

KISS-IN HELD TO PROTEST LDS CHURCH  

 

Be open about having gay friends, family  
or acquaintances that you value, respect,  

and are grateful to have in your life.  
 

When you talk about them, don’t omit the fact 
that they are GLBT.  
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Carmen and son Louie, center, of Brooklyn, and Jody  Huckaby,  
PFLAG executive director, right,  were invited to a  special reception at the 

White House to commemorate the anniversary of Stone wall.  
They had the special privilege of sharing their sto ry with the First Family 

about how anti-LGBT discrimination hurts all  families.  

 

Printing Plus 
Inc.   

15254 Cuming Street     
Omaha, NE 68154 

 
Bob Ewing 

Phone 402-491-0958    
                                                           

*Free Pickup  
& Delivery! 


