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Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays

MOVING EQUALITY FORWARD IN THE HEARTLAND

FROM THE PRESIDENT

IOWANS CONTINUE TO INSPIRE ME

My e-mail box has been full of inspiring
news about lowa over the past few
weeks, news that I'm excited to share.
Information for this letter came from
One lowa, Lambda Legal, The Des
Moines Register and advocate.com.

On September 1, there was a very im-
portant special election in southeast
lowa. Democrat Curt Hanson defeated
the GOP candidate, who is also the Jef-
ferson County supervisor, Stephen
Burgmeier, for the vacant District 90
House seat. Bergmeier led calls for a
constitutional amendment to overturn
the lowa Supreme Court’'s unanimous
marriage equality ruling. The

National Organization for Marriage
(NOM) paid for political radio and televi-
sion advertising for Mr. Bergmeier’s
campaign, to the tune of $86,000.
Thankfully, the anti-gay candidate lost,
even with NOM'’s support.

NOM is a familiar foe to marriage equal-
ity. The organization was a key player
and many say financial contributor, in
California’s Prop 8 fight. NOM also is a
big contributor to Stand For Marriage
Maine, the organization spearheading
the drive to roll back marriage equality
in Maine before its effective date.

NOM is relentless, and it has vowed not
to give up in lowa. It is hiring staff in
lowa and has launched its "Reclaim
lowa" project, a full-fledged attack on
marriage equality in lowa.

Led by One lowa, and with help from
other like-minded groups such as the
Council Bluffs Community Alliance, our
side will continue the fight to maintain
marriage equality in lowa and to push
back those who are trying to deny les-
bian and gay families equal rights. We
can all help, whether it’s in the form of a
financial contribution or by volunteering.

Visit one-iowa.org or to find out what
you can do.

And on September 15, an lowa family
inspired me again. Two of the now le-
gally married plantiffs from lowa’s mar-
riage equality case, Jen and Dawn
BarbouRoske and their children were in
Washington D.C. to be present when a
bill to repeal the “Defense of Marriage
Act” (DOMA) was introduced into the
House of Representatives. The
“Respect for Marriage Act” was intro-
duced by Representative Jerrold
Nadler, together with Representatives
Tammy Baldwin and Jared Polis and
nearly 90 other members of Congress
who believe in equal treatment of all
married Americans regardless of sexual
orientation. The Act would repeal
DOMA and return the country to the
longstanding earlier rule that states de-
cide who can marry, and the federal
government treats all married people
the same no matter where they got
married or where they live now. The re-
peal of DOMA wouldn’'t mean states
have to recognize marriages from other
states, but it's a step in the right direc-
tion in that leshian and gay couples who
are married, like Jen and Dawn Bar-
bouRoske, would receive the more than
1,000 federal benefits that married het-
erosexual couples receive. You can
weigh in and let your congressional rep-
resentatives know you want them to
support the Respect for Marriage Act.

Go to this website:
http://www.house.gov/zip/ZIP2Rep.html
to look up your representative’s contact
information. You can also contact them
by phone at (202) 224-3121.

Carrie Spencer,
PFLAG Omaha President

October 2009

PFLAG Omaha meets the second

Thursday each month.
First United Methodist Church

7020 Cass St., Mead Hall (west end)

UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, Sept. 25
Film Screening:

“For the Bible Tells Me So”
7:00 pm -- Countryside
Community Church Chapel,

8787 Pacific St.

Saturday, Sept. 26
Presenters/Panelists
Training
8:30—Noon —Upstairs,
Old Mattress Factory
Bar & Grill, 501 N. 13™.

Sunday, Sept 27
“What Does the Bible
Have to Say About
Homosexuality?”
5pm— Countryside
Community Church Chapel,
8787 Pacific St.

Thursday, Oct. 8
PFLAG General Meeting
6:30 pm — Socializing.
7:00 pm — Support
session and program.

Tuesday, Oct. 27
PFLAG Board Meeting
7 pm — Location TBA.




LAST CALL FOR PFLAG-GLSEN
SPEAKERS BUREAU TRAINING

Saturday, Sept. 26.
8:30 am Coffee, tea, fruit and muffins
Training will begin at 9 a.m. and end at noon.

This training, for existing and future panelists and presenters, will
be in the upstairs party room at
The Old Mattress Factory Bar & Grill at 501 N 13th Street

Email Suzy Adams at suzyl224@yahoo.com

OMAHA PFLAG ELECTS JONI STACY,
RE-ELECTS THREE TO BOARD

PFLAG Omaha’s members elected Joni Stacy to a two-year term
on the board of directors at the chapter’s annual business meet-
ing Sept. 10.

Reelected to the board were Gay Biga, Rob Race and Patrick
Heese. Barbara Johnson left the board after serving eight years.
Barbara and husband Tom will continue to lead the Proud
Horizons youth support group.

The other five board members are Carrie Spencer, Suzy Adams,
Tom Johnson, Sharon Landreth and Amy O’Connor. The board
will elect officers at its October 27 meeting.
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The chaos in our lives is the raw material
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we take on life’s challenges.
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PFLAG OMAHA

Address: P.O. Box 390064
Omaha, NE 68139
Helpline: 402.291.6781

E-mail: info@pflag-omaha.org
Website:  www.pflag-omaha.org

PFLAG Omabha is a nonprofit
organization under section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code

OUR VISION

We, the parents, families and friends
of leshian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender persons, celebrate diversity
and envision a society that embraces
everyone,including those of diverse
sexual orientations and gender identi-
ties. Only with respect, dignity and
equality for all will we reach our full
potential as human beings, individu-
ally and collectively. PFLAG wel-
comes the participation and support of
all who share in, and hope to realize
this vision.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Carrie Spencer
Vice President: Gay Biga
Secretary: Sharon Landreth
Treasurer: Tom Johnson
Other Directors: Rob Race
Amy O’Connor Joni Stacy
Suzy Adams  Patrick Heese

VOLUNTEERS

Speakers Panels: Suzy Adams
Diane Perry, Michele Fischer

Library: Mary Spurgeon
Membership:  Larry Landreth
Hospitality : Deb Kobler

Debbie Kosmicki
Help Line : Kathy England
Followup : Amy O’Connor
Transgender Coordinator:
Ashley Swartz
Website: Rob Race
Proud Horizons: Barb Johnson
Tom Johnson

Supplies: Mary Gardner
Editors: Bob Dorr
Vicki Neild Wiese
NEWSLETTER

Please submit articles to:
vneildw@gmail.com
bobcdorr@cox.net




TAKEI AND ALTMAN ON "MAKING WHOOPIE"

Brad Altman, left and his husband, George Takei, right, will
be the first gay couple to appear on The Newlywed Game

By Michelle Garcia, Advocate.com

Out actor George Takei and his husband, Brad Altman, will
be the first gay couple to appear on The Newlywed Game.

"George and | are thrilled. It's pretty historic for us," Altman
told the New York Daily News. "It's going to be a great ex-
perience for both of us to see how well we really know each
other after 22 years together."

The couple will compete on the revived game show that
originally premiered in 1966. It has since gone through a
handful of reincarnations.

Takei and Altman married in 2008 during the period in which

same-sex marriages were legal in California.

JFK GRANDSON MENTIONS
GAYS IN FUNERAL PRAYER

* b 1

~ Son of Caroline Kennedy

Aug. 29, 2009/ Lone Star Activists

What a nice surprise during Ted Ken-
nedy's funeral, when John F. and Jackie
Kennedy's grandson, Jack Kennedy
Schlossberg, taking part in the Prayers
of the Faithful, said: "For a new season
of hope that my Uncle Teddy envi-
sioned, where we rise to our best ideals,
and close the book on the old politics of
race and gender, group against group
and straight against gay, we pray to

the Lord."

Editor’s note: This was taken from an
Internet posting by North Carolina
PFLAGer Sue Null.

ANCE in an unbalanced world...

We're here to help you change your life not your life style.
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CATHOLIC LGBT MINISTRIES ADDRESS A PARTICULAR NEED
--OFTEN WITH THE INVOLVEMENT OF PFLAG PARENT S

By Jerry Furlong

Editor’s note: The author and
his wife Lucy are the parents of
five adult children — four daugh-
ters and a son. Their son is
gay. Jerry and Lucy are Ro-
man Catholics and members of
PFLAG. Together with Joyce
Glenn, a pastoral assistant at
an Omaha parish, and Debbie
Sheehan, a spiritual advisor
active in varied ministries, they
co-founded in 2006 the Omaha
support group Caring Catholic
Families. Jerry is also a board
member of Fortunate Families,
a national LGBT ministry for
Catholic parents.

For many years and still today,
Catholic parents of LGBT kids
have found acceptance without
guestions and support without
conditions at their local PFLAG
meetings. Thank God! PFLAG
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has been able to offer hope
and help when, way too often,
these Catholics’ own faith com-
munities could offer little.

Now, things are getting better.
In Omaha and nationwide, par-
ents, allies and LGBT persons
are joining in a small explosion
of new educational initiatives
and ministries of support.
Catholics are discovering that
understanding and acceptance
can be found in the context of
their faith lives.

In Omaha, a group called Car-
ing Catholic Families (CCF) will
soon celebrate its third year of
monthly gatherings. The mis-
sion of CCF is to offer parents,
family members and LGBT
Catholics a respectful and wel-
coming place for conversation,
information and support. We
meet in a non-judgmental envi-
ronment. We listen a lot. We
tell our stories. We share
what's on our minds and in our
hearts. We host speakers,
watch videos, pray and social-
ize together.

We are a diverse group: par-
ents, family members, LGBT
persons, pastoral ministers,

educators, spiritual directors

Supporting the GLBT
Community

(402) 813.2487

1 alyson_meadows@hotmail.
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and others who just want to
know more. We meet at the
John Vianney Center at 7:00
p.m. on the second Wednesday
of each month, excluding June
(when we have a picnic for our
members and their families)
and July. Attendance at our
gatherings typically numbers
15-25. At least seven of our
attendees are also PFLAG
members.

Nationwide, a few dedicated
Catholic groups have been ac-
tive for some time, but they are
largely unknown to the people
in the pews. Establishing visi-
bility is frequently difficult. But
the effort is on-going. New
Ways Ministry, a pioneer minis-
try with national reach, has
worked since its founding in
1977 to build bridges between
the Catholic Church and the
LGBT community. Since 1994,
The Catholic Association for
Leshian and Gay Ministry has
been in the business of creat-
ing and supporting welcoming
communities for LGBT persons
in parishes and dioceses
throughout the country.

(continued page 5)

RAINBOW
OUTREACH
CENTER

Education, Information,
Social Services
For All People,
but Primarily GLBT Individuals




(continued from page 4)

In 1997, the Committee on Mar-
riage and Family of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
issued a pastoral message, ti-
tled Always Our Children — an
“outstretched hand to parents.”
Considered by many Catholics
as the most pastorally sensitive
document on homosexuality
ever to originate in the U.S.
Church, the message, in part,
confirmed the inherent dignity of
gay persons, encouraged par-
ents to love and accept their gay
children and urged the promo-
tion of support groups for par-
ents and family members.

| serve on the board of such a
group -- the national ministry
Fortunate Families, founded in
2004 in Rochester, NY by Mary
Ellen and Casey Lopata, parents
of a gay son and long-time
PFLAG members. Theirs has
been an inspiring story as they
moved, in their words, from
“angst to advocacy” and created
a national identity and network
from small, local beginnings.

Fortunate Families is a resource
and networking ministry for
Catholic parents of LGBT chil-
dren. It reaches nearly 2,500
parents, pastoral ministers and
allies throughout the country.
We work for welcome, affirma-
tion and justice in the Church for
our daughters and sons. We
offer Catholics who are commit-
ted to remaining in their Church
the chance not only to tell their
stories and voice their concerns,
but also to work for a more com-
passionate response both in
their individual parishes and
from the hierarchy.

www.fortunatefamilies.com,

the website, is loaded with edu-
cational and resource materials.
Together with a monthly news-
letter, the website helps inter-
ested viewers learn about the

psychological, social and spiri-
tual aspects of homosexuality —
and to understand better the full-
ness of Catholic teaching, in-
cluding the long-held tradition of
primacy of conscience, as well
as the implications of conversa-
tion alive in the Church today.

Some three years ago, in the
first study of its kind, Fortunate
Families surveyed its parent
contacts in an effort to measure
how a parent’s comfort level with
their child’s homosexuality can
change over time — and what
factors can influence that
change. The parents’ frank and
fascinating responses are ac-
cessible on the website by click-
ing the “Parents Voice Project”
heading in the sidebar on the
home page.

One survey result of special in-
terest to PFLAG members: Par-
ents were asked what groups or
organizations they knew of, at
the time their child came out,
that might be able to help them -
- and which ones they actually
found the most helpful. Exclud-
ing the responders’ local parish,
PFLAG was by far the organiza-
tion “best known” — and, even
including the local parish,
PFLAG was clearly identified as
the ‘most helpful.” (Interestingly,
nearly all Fortunate Families
board members are, or have
been, PFLAG members — in-
cluding the husband-wife team
of Tom Nelson and Linda Karle-

Nelson, both past presidents of
Detroit PFLAG.)

Early this year, Fortunate Fami-
lies introduced its newest initia-
tive: the Listening Parents Net-
work, a nationwide team of
Catholic parents who volunteer
to take calls or emails from other
Catholic parents who may be
struggling with their child’s orien-
tation and “just need someone
to talk with.” More information
on the Network is available on
the website.

If you have questions or would
like more information on
Omabha’s Caring Catholic Fami-
lies support group or the na-
tional ministry Fortunate Fami-
lies -- for yourself or someone
you know -- please email me at:
furlongj@cox.net

Margaux Towne-Colley
Residential & Commercial Real Estate

Landmark Group
402.505.1051




ON “ALWAYS OUR CHILDREN"-A MUCH DIFFERENT PERSPECTI VE

Bishop Bruskewitz is the ordi-
nary of the Diocese of Lincoln,
Nebraska. This editorial ap-
peared in the March/April,
1998 issue of Social Justice
Review. SJR was founded in
1908 by the Catholic Central
Verein of America to advocate
and foster the restoration of
society on the basis of Chris-
tian principles in conformity
with the social teachings of the
Popes.

by Bishop Fabian W.
Bruskewitz

Last October 1st, a document
entitled Always Our Children: A
Pastoral Message to Parents
of Homosexual Children was
published by the Committee on
Marriage and the Family of the
US bishops' conference.

Not only does this document
fail to take into account the lat-
est revision in the authentic
Latin version of The Catechism
of the Catholic Church regard-
ing homosexuality, but it juxta-
poses several quotes from the
Catechism in order to pretend
falsely and preposterously that
the Catechism says homo-
sexuality is a gift from God and
should be accepted as a fixed
and permanent identity.

Of course, the document, in
order to support the incorrect
views it contains, totally ne-
glects to cite the Catholic doc-
trine set forth by the Holy See
which teaches that the homo-
sexual orientation is
"objectively disordered". Also,
the document's definition of the
virtue and practice of chastity
is inadequate and distorted.

The character of this document
is such that it would require a
book of many pages to point
out all its bad features, which
sometimes

cross the border from poor ad-
vice to evil advice. For in-
stance, believe it is wicked to
counsel parents not to inter-
vene, but rather to adopt a
"wait and see" attitude when
they find their adolescent chil-
dren "experimenting” with ho-
mosexual acts. Parents have a
grave moral duty to prevent
their children from committing
mortal sins when they can. Itis
certainly and seriously wrong
to counsel parents to "accept”
their children's homosexual
friends. In my view, parents
should be vigilant about the
friends and companions of
their children.

Of course, the document delib-
erately avoids distinguishing
minor children from adult chil-
dren in its advice to parents
and seems to delight in this
ambiguity, just as it confuses
the acceptance of a person
who does immoral acts with
the acceptance of such a per-
son's immoral behavior.

Sinners are always the object
of Christ's love and so they
must also be the object of
ours.

Loving sinners while hating
their sins must mark the follow-
ers of Christ even when deal-
ing with homosexual people.
However, true love is never
served by obfuscating

the truth as this document ap-
pears to do.

Homosexual acts, insofar as
they are deliberately and freely
done, are mortal sins which
place a person who does them
in the gravest danger of eter-
nal damnation. The document
says to parents, "Do not blame
yourselves for a homosexual
orientation in your child".

Many scientists and psycholo-
gists say that the orientation is
likely and often due to certain
parental defects, which are
usually unconsciously present,
and proper therapy requires
that these matters be con-
fronted.

The document claims that
some thing is "the common
opinion of experts" when in
fact it is no such thing. One
critique of this document says
that it is really an exercise in
homosexual ("gay and les-
bian") advocacy. It is difficult
not to see it as such.

"Calamity and frightening dis-
aster" are terms which are not
too excessive to describe this
document. It is my view that
this document carries no
weight or authority for Catho-
lics, whom | would advise to
ignore or oppose it.

Editor’s note: The true
“calamity and frightening
disaster” is the utter lack of
love and compassion on the
part of Bishop Bruskewitz as
expressed in this editorial.



THE BIBLE
AND
HOMOSEXUALITY

By Vicki Neild Wiese

Dr. Eric Elnes, PH.D., Senior Pastor
of Countryside Community United
Church of Christ in Omaha, is cur-
rently conducting an informative set
of three presentations and discus-
sions, and a film screening concern-
ing LGBT persons and Christian
faith.

In the first session Dr. Elnes shared
his thoughts on interpreting Biblical
scripture as subjected to the “Rule of
Love”. This rule finds its origin in the
commandments Jesus identified as
being first and foremost:

To love God with all our heart
mind, soul and strength;
and
To love our neighbor as ourselves.

A handout given to PFLAGers and
others attending the session high-
lighted the following statement from

the Synod of Berne in 1528:

“But where something is brought be-
fore us by our pastors or others,
which brings us closer to Christ, and
in accordance with God’s Word is
more conductive to mutual friendship
and Christian love than the interpre-
tation now presented , we will gladly
accept it.”

The final session is Sunday, Sept.
27, at Countryside Community
Church Chapel, 8787 Pacific St. at 5
pm.

A screening of the film, “For the Bible
Tells Me So”, will be held on Friday,
Sept. 25, at 7pm, also in the chapel.




My many blessings ...

Fortunate Families believes that when parents explore and value their stories, they are empowered to share that
story with their family circle, their faith community and the larger society. Here is one of their stories.

This is a typical presentation
Susan makes to church groups.

By Susan Kolb

| stand before you as somewhat
of a normal person. Like many of
you, | am a Catholic Christian, a
wife, a mom, a career woman, a
friend, a daughter and a sister. |
have been blessed with many
wonderful gifts in my life. | am
here today to talk with you about
a few of them.

My first blessing was to be born
in a loving family, my second was
to meet and marry my best
friend, my third blessing was to
get pregnant with healthy twin
boys 19 years ago, and my fourth
blessing is to be the Mom of a
Gay Son. Of course, like most
blessings you don’t always real-
ize they are blessings until down
the road.

When our boys were beginning
high school, we started to notice
changes in Spencer. He stopped
doing sports, had fewer friends,
was not interested in school,
changed his clothing style,
seemed unhappy and grew far-
ther apart from his Father and
me. His brother on the other
hand was very involved in school,
sports, girls and all the things |
knew to be “normal”. | now joke
that Spencer really should have
been born to Ellen DeGeneres’s
Mom.

It was about 10th grade that we
knew something was up. Our
usually happy and social kid wor-
ried us to death. We would lie in
bed at night and fear the worst
for Spencer; substance abuse
and/or suicide. We knew we
needed to get help. It was during
family counseling that Spencer
came out to us at the age of 15.
We were devastated. We told
Spencer we loved him, and that
we would always support him,
but truth be told, we did not want
a gay son.

We did not know what to do, or
where to turn. My husband and |
both felt alone. We feared for
Spencer’s future. All of a sudden
the beliefs, which had been en-
grained in us started to come to
the surface in ways we had never
dealt with. 1 did everything | could
to understand “why” or if his
young age meant he might
“change” and was simply con-
fused. | read every book, and
“googled” every website. Our
love and concern for our son was
our main priority, which kept us
on track.

I now know how many families
have been destroyed by this type
of news. That is one of my main
reasons for agreeing to talk with
you today, and for my involve-
ment in organizations like PFLAG
and Fortunate Families.

The unconditional love my Hus-
band, Parents, Sister, Best
Friend and our other son showed
Spencer was unbelievable. Be-
cause | had pre-set expectations
of how my kids would turn out, it
took me a little longer to come to
terms with the thought of a gay
son. And, looking back, my big-
gest regret was “what would oth-
ers think?....” | also understand
now why Spencer may have be-
haved the way he did.....he was
going through his own difficult
time, and | know now, was hurt-
ing inside.

| know my son, and | know he did
not choose to be gay. His Father
and | have looked into his eyes
and have seen his pain. We also
see a young man who is awe-
some. He is spiritual, hard-
working, loving, artistic, open-
minded, smart and genuine. Be-
ing gay does not define him. He
has taught me to not be so black
and white, and embrace all the
shades of gray in my life. My love
for my God and my Country are
as strong as ever, but my
“egotistical” belief system has
shifted in a more loving and open
way. Some of the most remark-
able people | have met through
groups like PFLAG, have the
same sparkle as my Spence-
man.

And that is what makes me feel
lucky and blessed to be his Mom.



